







~ 95TH CONG.2ND SESS. 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


_ CONGRESSIONAL 





MONDAY, MAY Ql, 18588. 








{Continued from No. 23.} 


in the navigation of the Alleghany, had not 
peen heard from. Mr. B. said the district which 
ne represented had a more immediate interest than 
that of any other representative on that floor, save 
that of his colleague, (Mr. PLumer] who was con- 
fined by illness to his room at home, and was una- 
ble, from excessive debility, to be in his place. He 
would observe to the gentleman from Virginia, that 
that State had an interesi of no ordinary magnitude 
in the navigation of this stream; but as that gentle- 
man resided in Eastern Virginia, his views might 
not have been directed to that portion of the State 
west of the Alleghany mouniains. The vision of 
many gentlemen on that floor never reached be 
yond the barrier of the Alleghany mountains; as 
the back bone, it obstructed their view, and op- 
posed an insurmountable barrier to the liberal ope- 
ration of theirminds. The tide of emigration, Mr. 
B. said, had set to that quarter, and the day was 
not distant when the people west of the mountains 
would hold such a position in the House as would 
tend to enlarge the views of gentlemen. He had 
but one objection to the motion; the number was 
too small. He desired to increase it; and moved 
to amend by inserting that three thousand, instead 
of fifteen hundred, copies be printed; which was 
agreed to. 
Mr. RENCHER then asked for the yeas and 
nays on agreeing to the motion as thus amended, 
but they were refused, and the motion was agreed to. 


TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. HOPKINS then asked leave to submit the 
following joint resolution, with a view to tefer it 
to a Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to reissue, to the 
amount of two millions of dollars, Treasury notes 
authorized by the act approved 12th of October, 
1837, under the restrictions, conditions, and limita- 
tions therein prescribed. 


Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. PECK called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired of the Speaker 
if the mode by which this resolution was sought to 
be introduced was in conformity with the rules of 
the House? 

The CHAIR desired the gentleman to point out 
the discrepaney, if he perceived any. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked if a joint resolu- 
tion, especially of this character, did not require 
commitment to a standing committee? 


The CHAIR replied that joint resolutions could 
be introduced on leave, and it was for the House to 
make such disposition of them as it deemed fit. 

The House refused to suspend the rules—yeas 
68, nays 107, vs follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aloxander, Heman Allen, John W. Allen, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, 
Johp Calhoon, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chap- 
man, Childs, Clark, Cleveland, Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, 
@urtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Graves, Halsted, Harlan, Hastings, 
Hawes, Herod, Hopkins, J. Jackson, H. Johnson, Kilgore, 
Lincoln, James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Maury, KceKennan, 
Mtnefee, Mercer, Mitchell, Morgan, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, 
Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Sheffer, 
South te, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Underwood, 
John White, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. 
Williams, and Yorke—62. 

NAYS—-Messrs, Adams, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
od Birdsall, Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, John 
Campbell, Clo , Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgovle, Duncan, Edwards, 
Elmore, Everett, Farrington, Fai eu, Filmore, Fry, Glas- 
cock, Goode, Wm. Graham, Grant, Griffii, Haley, Hammond, 
Hamer, Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Holsey, Holt, Howard, 
Hubley, Robert M. T Hunter, Ingham, Ti imas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, John Wy. Jones. Keim, Kennedy, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Marvin, May, 
McKay, R. McClellan, A. McClellan, Milligan, Miller, Moore, 
M. Morris, C. Morris, Murray, Nayior, Noble, Owens, Palmer, 
Parker, Paynter, ae a Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, Potter, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, 
Augustine Hi. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Snyder, 
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Spencer, Staniey, Stratton, Taylor, Thomas, Tiompson, Titus, 
Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, and Yel!—107. 


PUBLIC LOAN. 

Mr. BELL asked leave to submit a proposition 
of a similar nature in another shape, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report to the House forth- 
with, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to raise, by loan or Treasury notes, the sum 
of two millions of dollars, to supply any demands 
upon the Treasury to meet which there are no 
available means on hand. 

Some gentleman suggested “‘ihree millions,” to 
which Mr. B. assented. 

Mr. GRANTLAND suggested “five millions.” 

Mr. BELL would leave it blank, and the House 
could fill up the sum; and he further modified the 
resolution by omitting “or Treasury notes.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must object to the 
introduction of this and every other proposition 
which would retard the action of the House upon 
the bill they were engaged on yesterday, (the Trea- 
sury No‘e bill.) 

Mr. BELL thereupon moved a suspension of 
the rules ; and 

Mr. CAMBRELENG called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. BELL inquired of the Crair whether, if 
the resolution was received, it would not be open 
for amendment? 

The CHAIR replied, that if the Flouse suspended 
the rules, the resolution would be open for amend- 
ment, modification, rejection, discussion, etc. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—yeas 82, nays 
94. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPRELENG, the House 
again resolved itself into committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Mr. Incuam, in the 
Chair, and resumed the consideration of the bilks 
authorize a reissue of Treasury notes. 

Mr. THOMPSON resumed his remarks, and 
argued against the constitutionality of issuing 
Treasury notes, on the ground that Congress pos- 
sessed no power not expressly given by the Con- 
Stiiution, or not necessarily implied in that ins 
strument, and this was embraced in neither of these 
provisions, Moreover, Treasury notes were always, 
and would continue to be below par, and therefore 
he infinitely preferred the plan proposed by Mr. Bet 
this morning for a loan, with certificates of stock, 
though he himself would not propose it, for he 


was not willing to relieve the Administration of 


the responsibility of bringing the country to the 
present crisis in its fiscal concerns. He insisted 
that the course recommended would be productive 
of such consequences as would hurry and drive 
the people to resort to a National Bank, without 
placing round it those checks and guards he would 
desire to see such an institution surrounded by. 
Mr. T. then went at length into the general merits 
of the currency question and the banking system, 
and in condemnation of the policy of the Govern- 
ment confining itself to hard money. In allusion 
to the divorce principle, he dwelt for some time 
upon the injuries it would inflict upon the South, 
and went into a variety of details and facts in illus- 
tration of this position. 

Mr. RHETT deprecated the course of the dis- 
eussion, and referred to the statements in the Pre- 
sident’s Message, showing the pressing necessity in 
the financial condition of the Treasury; and. he 
thought it better to wait for the time when the ge- 
neral subject of finance should come before the 
House, and, for the present, to confine the discus- 
sion to the bill immediately before the commitice. 
Me went on to show that the Government was not 
bankrupt, bat had abundant resources, which 
wouid, in four or five months, be available, but 
were not so now, in consequence of the embarrass- 
ment occasioned by the explosion of the banks. 
The want was merely a temporary and pre- 
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sent one, which, in a few 
supplied by the natural increase of the reve- 
nue, and other sources. He replied to the 
suggestion that the measure Was unconstitutional, 
and referred to the practice of the Government 
in years past, and during the war, when repeated 
resort was had to the issue of ‘Treasury notes, tc 
supply the necessities of the Government. He 
compared the operation to a simple borrowing ot 
money, Which, whether with interest or without, 
Was a proper and constitutional transaction, anc 
he contended that it differed in no essential pat 

ticular from the issuing of stock. Both were pro- 
mises to pay money at a future day, and both were 
constitutional. ‘The quesiion in the case of Mis 

souri, under the constitutional prohibition, that ne 
State shall issue bills of credit, was a different one. 
In that case, the State endeavored to lend money, 
and to substitute a credit and paper currency for 
the legal metallic currency of the country. Here 
it is making a credit, by promises to pay ata future 
day for services actually rendered. It was, in 
effect, borrowing money, and paying interest there- 
for. Authority is given to borrow money, and:t 

made not difference whether it was done in this 
shape or by the issue of stock. He remarked up- 
on the proposition to sell the stock of the bank, 
that it could not be done. The bonds were two, 
one due in one year, and the cther in two years, 
for two millions each, and they could not be sold 
intime. No merchants would invest their funds 
for one year to such an amount, and though they 
might be sent to Europe, and negotiated there, yet 
before the transaction could be completed, the Go- 
vernment would have suffered all its inconvenience 
and embarrassment, and would not then need the 
aid. Mr. R. then went on to answer the remarks 
of Mr. Tompson, in favor of a permanent loan, 
and replied to the argument, that the measue 
would injure the interest of the South. He though 

the different propositions introduced into the 
[iouse, were designed to create a diversion in 


months, would be 


another quarter, and he repelled the idea 
that there was any hosulity on the part of 
the Government towards the banks, or that 
there was any intention to destroy the banks, 
as had been intimated. He had uever heard 
such an idea advanced, either in the House 
or elsewhere. It had been urged that the 


revenues of the country should be paid in gold and 
silver; but that did not imply that there snould be a 
destruction of the banks, or an exclusive metallic 
currency. The true controversy now going on 
was between the banks and the Government, ths 
capitalists and the people. The banks had been 
called upon by the Government to fulfil their con 
tracts; they had refused to do it; and, in conse 
qnence, had broken. The movements in the 
House, he thought, indicated a continuance of this 
war on the part of the banks against the Govern 
ment; but where, he asked, was the evidence o? 
any war on the partof the Government against the 
banks?) The coustry had been told, frem one end 
to the other, by Mr. Biddle, that the Governmen: 
and the banks were in the field, and one or the 
other must perish; and that remark had been 
responded to by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Tnompson.}] The opposition to the 
present bill, he supposed, was intended to emba: 

rass the Government, by refusing the supplies. ‘The 
people had not suffered enough. They were not 
yet willing to yield to the banks; and the Govern. 
ment must be prostrated, that the cry might be rais- 
ed of a ruined Administration, and that the crowr. 
of the Government had been laid at the feet of the 
mammoth. Mr. R. referred to a previous attem) 

to stop the supplies daring the last war, and alladeq 
to the reprobation the party, which attempted tha: 
ruinous measure, received from the nation. If the 
House was disposed to try such a measure again, le 
them do it—let them defeat the bill, and then ad. 
journ and go home. He would be willing, un 

der certain contingencies, to move an early ac 

journment, and let the people speak respecting 
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the conduct of their Representatives. If gen- 
tlemen were determined to stop the wheels ef 
Government, let them do it; but he would bid them 
beware. It would not be prosperous for the coun- 
try, but it would be suicidal to them. It would 
raise a spirit of insubordination in the people, whe 
would resist such action of the representatives, anc 
take the Constitution into their own hands. He 
said he looked upon the whole war as a war of the 
banks against the Government. He was in favor 
of the banks, and a friend tocredit; but the question 
was, whether the wholecredit of the country should be 
monopolized by the banks, and whether they should 
be allowed to use the credit of the Government to 
sustain themselves. He said the war had beep car 
ried on long enough; and if it should come to the 
destruction of the Government, there would be one 
wide-spread ruin, which would sweep away the 
banks; and he would advise gentlemen, as a friend, 
to beware of their connection with the banks. He 
understood the motives of action which governed 
the opponents of the bill: the more distress the 
better, for then would come the United State- 
Bank; and this was the first instance in the world, 
ia which a Bank had arrayed itself against the 
Government; and if the war was continued, the 
loyal feelings of the people would surely visit this 
moneyed power of the country with retribution. 
He made an appeal to the House to aid the Go 
vernment, and fulfil their duty to the country. 

Mr. MENEFEE spoke at length in favor of sup- 
porting the law and the Constituuon; and contended 
that this proposition to issue bills of credit was un- 
constitutional. He said the gentleman [Mr. 
Ruetr} bad no right to hold out threats of popula 
indignation, and contended that there was no desire 
to refuse supplies to the Government, or to embar- 
rass it; but, on the contrary, from every quarter of 
the House a disposition was manifested to sustain 
the Executive in the embarrassments they hac 
breught upon themselves; and to hold the Govern- 
ment vp, while they were tottering in the midst of 
the sufferings of the country. If, however, by Ex- 
ecutive domination, it was determined to pass this 
bill or none—il the representatives were not to be ai, 
lowed to procure relief in their own way—if a war 
was to be made by the President upon the House— 
the indignation of the people, which had been in- 
voked, would fall, not on the representatives, but 
upon those who attempted to dictate to and control 
them; and he was willing to abide the issue. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE obtained the fleor, and said 
he wished to address the committee, but as it was 
late, he moved that the committee rise. 

The question being taken, was decided in the ne- 
gative—yeas 80, nays 97. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE then proceeded in reply to 
the remarks of Mr. Ruettr and Mr. CaMBRe_Eena, 
and opposed the bill at length. He contended that 
the condition of the Treasury was far better than 
was represented by the advocates of the Treasury 
notes, if the officers of Government were to disgorge 
what was intheir hands. Asa proofofthis, he cited 
the last reiurns of the Treasury Department, which 
showed that there were $1,200,000 in the hands 
of the land receivers, 41,427,000 in the possession 
of the custom-house ofhcers, and about $4,000,000 
‘jn the hands of the other officers of the Govern- 
men!, besides the postmasters, and the whole issue 
now going on was a contest between the people, 
on the one hand, and the office holders, un the 
other. This large amount of money in the keeping 
of the latter proved it. In further proof of this, 
Mr. S. went into an examination of the returns of 
the public defaulters, which, however, he com- 
plained were very imperfect. Had these Demo- 
cratic receivers of public moneys paid into the 
Treasury the amounts in their pockets there would 
be no occasion for the issue of Treasury notes, 
nor would it have been necessary to have withheld 
from the States the payment of the fourth instal- 
ment. 

Mr. HOPKINS then presented a substitute for 
the whole bill, empowering the President of the 
United States to borrow, on the credit of the 
United States, a sum of $10,000,000, at a rate of 
interest of 6 per cent. payable quarterly, and reim- 
bursable at the will of the Government; to be ap- 
plied, in addition to the moneys now in the Trea- 
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sury, of which may be received therein from other 
sources, to defray the expenses of the Government, 
and to be transferrable by stock. 

The foregoing was the substance of the first sec- 
tion of Mr. H’samendment. The remainder was 
of great length, and we believe, substantially, at 
least, if not identically, the same as the projét of 
Mr. Rives in the Senate, being a revival of the 
State bank system, by twenty-five banks, to be se- 
lected by the Secretary of the Treasury, and ap- 
proved of by the Senate. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG questioned the amend- 
ment being in order on the bill under consideration, 
inasmuch as it proposed a system for the regula- 
tion of the deposites of the public money, with 
which the bill had nothing to do. Moreover, that 
subject had been reported upon, and was then in 
Committee of the Whole on the Union, on another 
bill; and by the rule of the House, prohibiting one 
bill being affixed to or substituted for another, by 
way of amendment, it must be obvious that this 
proposition was not in order. 

Mr. BELL remarked, that it seemed to be a dif- 
ferent proposition in substance from the bill re- 
ported by the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Besides, it was all connected with the Treasury, 
and all intended to supply revenue. In his opinion 
it was Clearly in order. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG admitted that the first 
section was in order, but he could not assent to 
the consistency with the rules of the House, of 
considering an amendment embracing a totally dis- 
uunct proposition. 

Mr. HOPKINS was sure of one thing, that if 
the amendment was not in order, from covering 
too broad a ground, neither was the gentleman’s 
speech of yesterday, for that touched on every 
possible ground having any connection with this 
subject. But Mr. H. insisted that his proposition 
was intimately connected with the bill under con- 
sideration, for there must necessarily be a very 
close connection between borrowing money, and 
keeping it safely after it was borrowed. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that the amendment was 
in order, inasmuch as it was a proposition to carry 
out the details ef safe-keeping and disbursing the 
proceeds of the loan, be it of Treasury notes, certi- 
ficates of stock, or any thing else. 

Mr. A. went further into the subject than the 
point of order, and among other objections to the 
bill, stated it as his opinion that it did not revive or 
re-enact all the clauses of the act of October last, 
and offered no security, therefore, against counter- 
feiting the notes. He presumed the gentleman from 
New York, asa lawyer, would see this. He ex- 
pressed himself willing to give every indulgence to 
the Government, and to give it what it asked; but 
he wished the mode of relief to be duly considered, 
and for that reason he was desirous of considering 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would correct the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts in one particular. Mr. 
C. never had been, was not then, and probably 
never should be, a lawyer. 

With reference tu the point of order, Mr. C. said 
he would not have pressed it, but the committee 
must be aware that, if this proposition was decided 
to be in order, a discussion of one month in that 
House would be inevitable. If a discussion on the 
Independent Treasury bill and the deposite bank 
system be in order as an amendment to this 
bill to borrow money, he did not know 
what bill or what proposition might not be con- 
sidered in order. If it shonld be ruled to be in or- 
der, they would not only have a month’s discussion, 
but they must prepare themselves for a Treasury, 
without means for the whole of that time. It was 
only on that account he pressed the question, and 
he insisted upon it that it was a distinct, a perfect- 
ly distinct, proposition. 

Mr. HAYNES differed from Mr. Horxins that 
the raising of money was necessarily and properly 
connected with its safe keeping. 

Mr. MERCER insisted upon its being in order, 
as in Committee of the Whole there should be no 
restriction. 

The CHAIR [Mr. Incuam] cited the first section 
of the 43d rule, which is as follows: 


‘No motion or proposition on a subject, different 





from that under consideration, shall be admittea 
under color of amendment.” 

Now, in view of that rule, the first section of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Virginia, would 
be in order;. but inasmuch as that section formed a 
substantive part of the whole proposition, and jp. 
asmuch as the balance of it was clearly a distinct 
proposition, having no connection whatever with 
the subject under consideration, the Cuair had no 
hesitation whatever in pronouncing the whole to be 
out of order, 

The Committee acquiesced in the decision with- 
out objection. 

Mr. RIVES rose and said if no one wished to 
address the Committee, he would move that they 
rise and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. BELL said he would not take an appeal 
from the Cuair. He did not offer the amendment 
to embarrass the House, though he thought the 
decision of the House erroneous. He did not rise 
to discuss the merits of the bill; but he thought, 
considering the character of the bill, the authority 
by which it had been produced, and the tone and 
raanner by which it had been supported, that it de- 
served fuil and deliberate discussion. It deserved 
deliberate discussion,not only on account of the tone 
in which it had been urged upon the House; but it was 
a new fiscal scheme, a plan which he supposed was 
to be rendered permanent as the system of the 
country. It had been urged that speedy actioa 
should be had upon it, because of the urgent neces- 
Sity of the Government. But he wanted now 
accurate information concerning the state of the 
Treasury. Neither the report of the Secretary, 
nor of the chairman of Ways and Means, gave 
any correct information of the state of the re- 
venue. It was impossible to tell the amount 
of the revenue, whether they were increasing 
or going backward; and he had never known a 
more gross, shameful, and deliberate attempt to 
impose upon the House and the country. In re- 
gard to the suppression of information upon finan- 
cial subjects, he did not think the House had ever 
been treated with so muchcontempt. Mr. B. then 
alleged that the bill was deceptive upon its title 
and face, and was only adopted to answer 
its professed purpose, in case no extraordinary 
appropriations were made by Congress; and did 
not gentlemen of various sections expect increased 
appropriations for the army, and for Indian trea- 
ties, and Indian wars? He then alluded to funds 
in the deposite banks, to the trust fund, which he 
said might have been used, and to moneys in the 
hands of receivers, about which no accurate in- 
formation had been given. He alluded to this to 
show, that a few days’ discussion was proper, and 
that there was no urgent necessity for forcing the 
bill through the House, though he did not desire a 
protracted debate. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
Tennessee had made some very extraordinary 
charges, which he would briefly reply to. The 
gentleman had asserted that the Secretary of the 
Treasury had deceived the House and the country 
in the statement furnished by him of the condition 
of the Treasury, that they were without the 
necessary information, and that no communi- 
cation has been sent in by him. Why it was 
not a fortnight since a response came in from 
that officer in answer to the gentleman’s own 
inquiry; and it was within a week only that 
Mr. C. himself had submitted to the House a 
statement of the condition of the Treasury. In 
what had the Secretary been deficient? He had 
stated the whole amount which, according to law, 
he had the right to draw for. The gentleman asks 
where is the trust fund? Why, sir, said Mr. C. 
has it come to this, that the House expects the 
Secretary of the Treasury to violate the law and 
the Constitution, by appropriating the trust fund to 
the public expenses? Bat, said the gentleman, 
if it be a trast fund why not invest it? Mr. 
C. replied, because Congress had given him 
no law which would empower him to do so. If 
the gentleman’s doctrine were correct the Se- 
cretary would have the right, of his own 
will, to violate every law and every pledge ol 
public faith. Ifhe did as the gentleman seemed 
to wish him to do, the gentleman himself would be 
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the first to arraign him, and would be wanting in 
his duty if he did not. Mr. C. insisted that the 
Secretary had given every particle of information 
he was required to do, and had included every 
fund he had a right to draw upon. : 

Mr. BELL sul thought there was a law requir- 
ing the investment of the trust fund, but if not, there 
should be, and the fault was in Congress. 

Mr. HALSTEAD moved that the committee 
rise: lost—88 to 93. 

Mr. ROBERTSON said he understood the amend- 
ment offered by his colleague had been decided to 
be out of order, and that the discussion reverted to 
the original bill. He would offer an amendment 
confined to the first clause of his colleague’s amend§ 
ment, which, he understood, was decided to be in 
order, and he assented to the decision that the other 
clause was not. He objected to this indirect mode 
of raising money, and thought it would have been 
better for the chairman of the Commnittee of 
Ways and Means to have come forward fairly 
and candidly, and to have stated that the 
Government wanted money, and must have it. 
He was willing they should have it, so far as it de- 
pended upon his vote; but not in the way they 
wanted it. He would assent to a loan; or, if there 
was no other way to raise money, he would resort 
to direct taxation, and let the people feel the condi- 
tion of the country. Buthe thonght there were 
other means to obtain necessary funds, and he 
would resort to them in preference to the bill now 
under consideration. 

Mr. R. then offered an amendment, in substance 
the same as the first clause of the amendment of 
Mr. Hopkins, as given above. 

Mr. MASON of Virginia, at half past six 
o’clock, took the floor, and said it must be obvious 
that they could not get through this bill to-night, 
and give it that mature deliberation its importance 
merited, and he therefore moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The question was taken by tellers, and lost—63 
to 86. 

Mr. MASON opposed the original bill, and after 

roceeding for some time, gave way to 

Mr. MENEFEE, who moved that the committee 
rise: lost—60 to 84. 

Mr. MASON again proceeded, and at half past 
7, yielded the floor to 

Mr. HOPKINS, who renewed the motion for 
the committee to rise, but they again refused—ayes 
79, noes 89. 

Mr. MASON again proceeded till 8 o’clock, 
when he gave way to 

Mr. LEGARE, who made an earnest appeal to 
the committee, and moved that it rise, report, and 
ask leave to sit again. He remarked that they had 
been in continuous session for nine hours, and were 
all more or less considerably fatigued; and as he 
himself should probably be found in the majority 
on the bill, he did hope the motioa would prevail. 

The committee, however, refused to rise, the vote, 
taken by the tellers, being ayes 80, noes 88. 

Mr. MASON resumed, and avowed himself in 
favor of the special deposite system for the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys, and notified the 
House that, in due time, he should submit a projet 
to that effect. With reference to the measure under 
debate, he avowed himself willing to go for such 
a limited issue of Treasury notes as would meet the 
present exigencies of the Treasury, and when they 
were exhausted, meet the further wants of the Go- 
vernment by a direct loan. He could not, there- 
fore, vote for the proposition of his colleague [Mr. 
Rosertson] unless it was modified. 

Mr. STEWART moved an additional section to 
the amendment of Mr. ROBERTSON, as follows : 

Section 2. And be it further enacted, That, in 
order to meet the present exigencies of the Govern- 
ment, the Secretary of the Treasury, with the ap- 
po of the President of the United States, is 

ereby authorized to cause Treasury notes to be 
issued to an amount not exceeding two millions 
of dollars, according to the provisions of the act of 
October last, &c. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland then took the floor, 
and proceeded for a short time, when he gave 
way to 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky, who moved 
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89, noes 88; the Cuair voting in the negative, 
rejects the motion. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS remarking that as it 
appeared to be a drawn battle, he would renew the 
motion. 

It was then disagreed to—ayes 92, noes 94; taken 
by tellers. 

Mr. JOHNSON took the floor for a moment 
or twe; and some :onfusion arose on the point of the 
Cuair’s previous decision. 

Mr. ROBERTSON insisted that the Cuair gave 


its vote after he had announced the decision in the | 


affirmative; and therefore he had no right to vote 

The CHAIR ruled that the House, having acqui- 
esce.l, by consenting to vote a second time, it was 
tco late to raise that question. 

Mr. JOHNSON then proceeded for some time 
when he gave way to 

Mr. CHAMBERS, who moved that the Con- 
mittee rise, upon which motion the tellers reported 
90 in the affirmative, and 89 in the negative. 


’ 


The CHAIR voted in the negative: so the Com- | 


mittee refused to rise. 
Mr. YORKE renewed the motion to rise. 


The CHAIR decided that no action having been | 
had by the Committee since the last vote, the mo- | 


tion was out of order. 
Mr. JOHNSON again resumed his remarks, but 
soon gave way to 
Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, who moved 
that the Committee rise; and appealed to the oldest 
members of the House to say if they had ever 
known any good done in the House on Saturday 
at midnight. 
The question was taken, and decided in the ne- 
galive: yeas 88, nays 90. 
Mr. JOHNSON continued his remarks, and pro- 
tested against the necessity or expediency of for- 


cing a bill through the House, in the night, against | 


so large a minority—when he yielded the floor to 
Mr. CLOWNEY, who renewed the motion to 
rise. The vote being ascertained, was yeas 88, 
nays 91; so the motion was lost, and 
Mr. JOHNSON again proceeded for a few mi- 
nutes, and then gave way to 
Mr. GRAVES, who renewed the motion to rise, 
which resulted in the negative: yeas 89, nays 90. 


Mr. JOHNSON again resumed and proceeded 


about a couple of minutes, when 
Mr. DUNN asked him to give way for a motion 
to rise. 


Mr. JOHNSON, at first, dissented, unless the | 
gentleman frem Indiana would give him an assu- | 


rance that the motion would prevail. 


Mr. DUNN having expressed his belief that it | 


would this time, 
Mr. JOHNSON yielded the floor, and 


Mr. DUNN renewed the motion, and it was | 


again rejected, the tellersreporting ayes 87, noes 89. 


Mr. JOHNSON then said he should not give | 
way to his friends again, but would make a motion | 
He then instantly renewed the motion for | 


himself. 
the committee to rise and report progress. 


House, 
Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the motion. 


Mr. HARPER remonstrated against the haste | 


with which this important measure was urged on. 
He disclaimed being opposed to relieve the exigen- 


cies of the Government, but wished time to devise | 
the best means of doing so. He then went at some | 
length into the subject of finance and banking | 
generally ; and after some time gave way to his 


colleague, 


Mr. COFFIN, who moved that the committee | 


rise. 
The tellers reported ayes 86, noes 87. 


Mr. BRIGGS, one of the tellers, stated that two | 


gentlemen appeared after the ayes were counted, 
{Messrs. Ewine of Indiana and Tuompson of South 
Carolina;] whereupon, 


Mr. HOFFMAN moved for a second count, | 


which was ordered, and then the tellers reported— 
ayes 88, noes 91; and 

Mr. HARPER proceeded, and occupied the 
floor till 25 minutes to 12 o’clock; when, without 
concluding, he gave way to 


Mr. HARPER of Ohio rising to address the | 
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Mr. HAWES, who renewed his motion for the 
committee to rise, but yielded it to 

Mr. THOMAS, at his request, who remarked 
that it was better to come to some understanding 
on the subject; and he would suggest that, for the 
mutual convenience of all, they adjourn with the 
determination to take up the subject on Monday, 
at 12 o’clock, and continue in session tll the sub- 
ject was disposed of. Cries of ‘‘no,” “no.” 

Mr. TILLINGHAST then addressed the Cuair, 
who inquired if the gentleman from Ohio yielded 
the floor. 

Mr. HARPER said he should not do so for any 
other purpose than for a motion to rise. 

Mr. HAWES then made that motion; and the 
tellers announcing the division to be ayes 85, noes 
87, the committee still refused to adjourn, and 

Mr. HARPER continued his remarks fora short 
time, when he yielded to 

Mr. ROBERTSON, who, after a few remarks in 
support of the expediency of adjourning, made a 
metion that the committee rise. 

The question was then taken at 12 o'clock, and 
the tellers reported ayes 80, noes 83. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

Mr. HARPER again went on for about a m.- 
nute, when 

Mr. CHAMBERS raised the point of order, that 
it was 12 o’clock at night, and he hoped no one of 
his friends would vote thereafter, and let it be seen 
whether an equal number of men could contro! an 
equal number. 

Mr. DUNCAN would like also to know whether 
an equal number could contro! an equal number. 

The CHAIR then cited the decision or a similar 
case, the North Carclina contested election, and 
under that decision he would not decide the pro- 
ceedings estopped, but leave it as a question for the 
judgment of the committee itself, The Carr read 
that case at length, and referred to others embrac- 
ing the same question. 

Mr. CHAMBERS requested the Crair to make 
a positive decision. 

The CHAIR accordingly decided according to 
the previous decision of the House. 

Mr. CHAMBERS took an appeal therefrom. 

Mr. POPE moved that the committee rise, for 
the purpose of having the point decided in the 
House by yeas and nays, with the Speaker in the 
Chair. Though he held that Sunday was nota 
legislative day, he was desirous of seeing who 
would so declare by their votes. 

The CHAIR said the Speaker could not take 
the Chair unless the committee rise. 

Mr. POPE then moved that the committe rise. 

Mr. DUNCAN asked if the Cxair did not un- 
derstand the motion, and the object of it. 

Mr. POPE said the object of his motion was 
merely to obtain a decision of the House, whether 
they were willing to transact business upon the 
Sabbath; and he would be willing then to go into 
committee again, if the House should decide that 
it was proper. 

The CHAIR said no conditions could be annexed 
to the motion; if the committee rose, it must rise 
positively; and the House wonld have it in their 
power to adjourn, or to proceed to any other busi- 
ness. 

Mr. POPE said he had avowed his purpose, and 
he had no other object in view. 

The vote being taken, the tellers announcing the 
division to be—ayes 83, nays 82, and the 
Cuair voting in the negative, the question was 
lost. 

Mr. REED said he had no doubt the House 
might, in a case of necessity situpon the Sabbath; 
but he would ask if this was such a case of ne- 
cessity as would warrant the House in doing so. 

Mr. CUSHMAN said there could be no appeal 
from the decision ef the committee. 

The CHAIR said he had decided that it was in 
order to set, and he understood there had been an 
appeal from that decision. 

Mr. POPE said he had moved that the committee 
rise, for the purpose of getting a decision of the 
House, upon the question of order. The commit- 
tee had decided that they should rise; and the 


————— 
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that the Committee rise ; which was refused, ayes |! 








-CHair ought not to have arrested that decision. 


He would put it to the candor of the Cuair 
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whether he ought to have voted, when the very 
question to be decided was, whether his own de- 
cision was right. He wished it decided whether 
the House should rush to a decision, upon a mat- 
ter of so much magnitude, at that hour of the 
Sabbath. He had always voted for appropriations 
to sustain the Govervment, and intended to do so 
now. It was no use to tell him that it would do 
no good to discuss the bill; that debate would do 
no good. It was insulting to the minority. He 
was willing the Government should have the mo- 
ney, but he preferred getting it in some other way; 
and he had moved for the committee to rise, for 
the purpose of having the question decided by 
yeas and nays, and in all fairness and candor, he 
did not think the Craik ought to have voted; mo- 
tives of delicacy, at least should have induced 
him to let the question be taken by the House. 
He would never vote for legislating on the Sab- 
bath, unless there was some pressing exicency. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there was no privilege 
given to the Cuair to vote in such a case. 

[Many voices said it was not denied. ] 

Mr. T. inquired if there was any rule authorizing 
a Cnatrman to vote, unless in case of equal 
division, 

ir. DUNCAN said it was granted, because it 
was notdenied, and the Cmairman had a right to 
vote as much as any other member. 

Mr. POPE said he did not pretend that the Crain 
had not a right to vote, but he contended that he 
ought to have withheld it from motives of delica- 
cy, upon a rule recognised throughout the civilized 
world. He now wished the Sreaxer would take 
the chair, pro tem, to allow the House to vote upon 
the propriety of continuing the session. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said the question would be, 
shall the decision of the Crarr stand in the judgment 
of the House; and as the majority was against 
the Cuain, he could not say that his decision was 
affirmed. 

The CHAIR said he had voted, because he sup- 
posed he had a right to vote. He had been called 
upon to vote upon another question; and it was 
conceded that if he hada right, it was proper to 
vote. It had been said the motion to rise, was for 
the purpose of taking a question by the House. 
No such proposition was made. No such condi- 
tion could be annexed. If the committee had 
risen for that purpose, they could not control the 
action of the House. and it would be competent for 
the House to do any thing else. It was a simple 
motion to rise; and be had no other interest, and no 
other feeling, if he knew his own heart, than be- 
longed to every other member. He thought he had 
a perfect right te vote. 

Mr. POPE said he was not in the habit of indulg- 
ing ia ungenerous remarks; and he would put it to 
the candor of the Cnain, whether he not propose to 
rise for a specific purpose, and he had no other ob- 
ject. Ifthe motion should prevail, he wou!d move to 


adjourn, for the purpose of testing the sense of 


the House, and if that motion should be lost, he 
would move togo back into committee. 

Mr. P. then renewed his motion that the commit- 
tee rise. 


Mr. HAYNES requested that the motion might be 
withdrawn, to allow him to make a single obser- 
vation. 


Mr. POPE said he would withdraw it, if the 
gentleman, [Mr. Haynes] would renew it. 

Mr. HAYNES said he could not make the 
pledge, but he only wished to make a single re- 
mark. 


Mr. POPE then declined to withdraw his motion. 

The question was then taken, and the result was 
the same as before, 83 to 82, and, the Crair voting 
in the negative, the motion was rejected. 

The question being on the appeal, 


Mr. HAYNES wished to make the observation 
he had desired to make before, which was this: 
that the right of a member of that Heuse to vote 
was not only a personal but a representative right; 
and it was notonly the Caairman’s right to vote, 
but his duty. Therefore, according to the doctrine 
of the gentleman from Kentucky, the State of Con- 
necucut, which should have six votes there, would 
have but five. He remarked that he did not find 
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fault with the gentleman [Mr. Pope] for declining 
to withdraw his motion 

Mr. THOMAS said the question had nothing to 
do with a question of order. It was merely a ques- 
tion of morals, of propriety, and of patriotism; and 
he suggested that the question of order was not the 
proper mode for the gentleman from Kentucky to 
get at his object. The only way was for the com- 
mittee to rise, unless they should be found without 
a quorum, when it was arule to rise, and report 
that fact. 

Mr. EVERETT would not consent to remain 
there unless on a most pressing emergency, and 
notified the House that he should then retire, and 
not return till 11 o’clock Monday morning. 

Mr. BRIGGS made an earnest appeal to the bet- 
ter feelings of the members, to adjourn, and allow 
one, or at most but two days, to further discussion 
on this bill. 

Mr. MORGAN was convinced that no good 
would, or could, arise from remaining in session 
after the Sabbath had commenced; and though on 
any other night he would remain with him who 
staid last, he felt compelled then to move that the 
committee rise. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 83, noes 76; and 
the committee then rose and reported. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. LEWIS simultaneously 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and were —yeas 8&5, nays 72; and 

So the House adjourned, at quarter past one 
o'clock, a.m. 


IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, May 12, 1838. 

Mr. LINN presented a letter addressed to his 
colleague, in support of the petition of Joseph 
Hoffman, and moved that it be referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, to which the 
petition had been referred: carried. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial 
of a number of the inhabitants of Sumpter co. Ala. 
remonstrating against duelling, and asking Con- 
gress to take the necessary measures to amend the 
Constitution, so as to disqualify from office any 
persons who shall be engaged in a duel either as 

rincipals or seconds: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
sundry citizens of Erie co. Pa. asking Congress to 
hear and decide on the memorial of the Cherokees; 
and if the allegations in it are found to be true, to 
rescind the Cherokee treaty: laid on the table. 

Messrs. SWIFT, and DAVIS presented similar 
memorials, from citizens of their respective States, 
which were also Jaid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, the Senate took up 
the bill to punish the forgery of the Treasury Notes, 
and other securities of the United States, and the 
same having been considered, and amended, as in 
committee of the whole, was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of Hart and Longstreet 
was read the third time; and after some rema s 
from Messrs. Robinson, King, and Preston, it was 

assed. 
7 Mr. YOUNG presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Illinois, asking a donation of land 
to, and to aid in the building of, a college: referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Edgefield, South Carolina, praying for 
a new mail route: referred to the Commitlee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate went into the consideration of Execu- 
tive business; after which 

It adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, May 14, 1838. 
RESCINDING OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON asked the consent of the House to 
submit the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That from and after the Ist day of June, eighteen 
hundre. and thirty-eight,there shall be no discrimina- 
tion in the kind or description of currency receiva- 


ble by the Government, for customs, for the sale of 
the public lands, or for any debt or duty due or 
owing to the United States. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky raised the ques. 
tion of order against the introduction of this reso- 
lution, on the ground that there were already iwo 
resolutions of a similar character before the House; 
one offered by a gentleman from Ohio, and the 
other by himself, on the 16th ultimo, 

The CHAIR said if that was the case, the resolu- 
tion ceuld not be entertained. 

Mr. BOON explained that he had offered this re. 
solution in obedience to what he knew to be the 
will of his constitu:nts, and, further, in compliance 
with the joint resolution of the Legislature of the 
State of Indiana. 

Mr. BRONSON said, if it was in order, he would 
move a suspension of the rule, for the purpose of 
considering this resolution. 

The CHAIR ruled it not to be so, but suggested 
that it would be in order to move a suspension, to 
take up the other resolution. 

Mr. BRONSON doubted if there was a resolu- 


_ tion identical with this before the House. 


The CHAIR referred to it and showed the ob- 
ject to be the same. 


Mr. BOND, who had offered it, expressed his - 


perfect readiness to waive his right and yield to the 
gentleman from Indiana. 

The CHAIR remarked that the gentleman could 
only withdraw it on leave of the House. 

Mr. BOND accordingly withdrew it, no objection 
being made. 

Mr. BRONSON then moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. TURNEY rose to object to the withdrawal 
of Mr. Bonp’s resolution, but the Cuatr decided it 
to be too late. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped the gentleman 
from Indiana would not press this question now. 

Mr. BRIGGS called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to suspend, which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 95, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, 
Bond, Boon, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronsen, William B. Calhoun, 
John Calhoon, Casey, Chambers, Cheatham, Clark, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Everett, 
Evans, Fairfield, Richard Fletcher, Foster, Gallup, James Gar- 
Jand, Rice Garland, James Graham, William Graham, Grant. 
land, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, 
Hastings, Iiawes, Henry, Herod, Hopkins, Robert M. T. 
Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, 
William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kilgore,  Lin- 
coln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, McKennan, 
Menefee, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Peck, Potts, Pratt, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, Augustine I. Shepperd, 
Sibley, Slade, Snyder, Southgate, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Underwood, Albert S. White, John 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yell—95. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bu- 
chanan, Cambreleng, Chapman, Clowney, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cushman, Dromgoole, ;Duncan, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fry, Glascock, Hammond, Haynes, Holt, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Thomas B. Jackson, George M. Keim, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, James M. Mason, Robert 
McClellan, McClure, Moore, Murray, Noble, Parker, Paynter, 
Pennybaeker, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Reily, Rives, Robert- 
son, Sheffer, Spencer, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Van- 
derveer, Wagener, and Jared W. Williams—53. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Resolutions being in order— 

Mr. CAMBRELENG asked the House to pro- 
ceed with the public business. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, in order to test the sense 
of the House, moved a suspension of the rnles. 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 132, nays 50. 

So the rules were suspended. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. INGHAM 
in the Chair, on the “‘bill to carry into effect an act 
approved on the 12ih day of October, 1837, to 
authorise the issuing of Treasury Notes.” 

The question was on the amendment of Mr. 
ROBERTSON, of Virginia, proposing to substi- 
tute for the whole bill a measure empowering the 
President of the United States to burrow on the 
credit of the United States, a sum of $10,000,000, 
at 6 per cent. interest, and reimbursable at the will 
of the Government. 


The pending question was the amendment o 
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Mr. STEWART to authorise the issue of Treasury 
Notes to meet the immediate exigencies of the Go- 
vernment. 

Mr. HARPER concluded his remarks in oppo- 
sition to the bill. 

Mr. HAWES then followed, and continued his 
observations for a few minutes, when, on account 
of severe indisposition, he fainted. Upon his re- 
covery, he yielded the floor; and 

Mr. DUNN proceeded to oppose the bill, and 
went at length into an examination of the messages 
of the President and the reports of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, for some time past, upon the sub- 
ject of the currency, with a view to point out in- 
consistencies, and to prove that it had been intend- 
ed from the first to establish a Government bank 
and a Government currency, and that this bill was 
intended, in part, to carry out that scheme. 

Mr. STEWART then inquired if there was a 
quorum. 

The CHAIR replied it was manifest there was 
not a quorum. 

Mr. GOODE took the floor, and was going on 
with some remarks in opposition to the bill, when 
he was interrupted by 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, who rose toa 
point of order, and inquired if there was a quorum 
present. He moved a call of the House, for he 
wished to get out of that place before night. 

Mr. GOODE begged the gentleman to withdraw 
his motion, and allow him to proceed. He would 
not detain the House long; and feeling compelled 
to make some observations, he would rather do it 
then, than at such an hour as that at which the 
House adjourned on Sunday morning. 

Mr. WILLIAMS consented to withdraw his 
motion, again repeating, that he wanted to go home 
before midnight. 


Mr. GOODE then went at some length into an 
examination of the messages of the President at 
the special and the present sessions, and into a his- 
tory of the various propositions of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, in order to toshow that the pretences 
that something was necessary to be done to relieve 
the wants of the Treasury, all ended in the prose- 
cution of a plan to establish a Sub-Treasury or 
Government bank. He was willing to afford the 
Government all the money that was necessary to 
carry on its operations, and he would at any time 
vote for supplies, but he was opposed to the Sub- 
Treasury and to the issuing of Treasury nctes. 

Mr. SERGEANT then took the floor, and, after 
complaining of the short notice previous to the in- 
troduction of this bill, and of the attempt to hurry 
it through the House, he spoke of errors in the 
statements of the Secretary of the Treasury, which 
rendered them unworthy of confidence as the foun- 
dation of financial action; and then went at length 
into the discussion of various topics connected with 
the bill, chiefly in reply to the remarks of Mr. 
CaMBRELENG. 


At five o’clock, Mr. SERGEANT gave way to 

Mr. RUSSELL, who moved that the Committee 
rise. 

The question being taken, resulted in the nega- 
tive—yeas 79, nays 85. 

Mr. SERGEANT then resumed his remarks, 
and objected to the bill, that it empowered the 
Government to make paper * money; whatever 
name it might be called by, whether a loan or not, 
it in fact authorized the creation of money, which 
the public creditor would be compelled to take ; 
and he compared it with the old continental money, 
which he thought the best of the two. This paper 
money, he contended, would pass as a currency, 
and from the first had been intended so to 
pass, and it would be injurious, by causing 
confusion in the currency, and that at the 
very time, when it was said that there was 
a redundancy of paper money; and it would 
tend in the present state of disorder in the currency 
to prevent its returning to order. It was liable to 
another objection; it was delusive and seductive, 
and would prevent a due regard to economy, and 
would lead to extravagant expenditures, and not 
Only that, but it would be constantly fluctuating 
like any other paper money. He preferred a re- 
storation of the currency of the country toa sound 
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basis, and would supply the Government by mak- 
ing a loan from abroad. 

Mr. S. having coancluded— 

Mr. TILLINGHAST, at half past 5 o'clock, 
moved that the committee rise; which was disa- 
greed to—ayes 90, noes 94. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST spoke for some time, and 
then gave way a few minutes after 6 o’clock to 

Mr. CRANSTON, who moved that the commit- 
tee rise: lost—ayes 87, noes 93. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST pnoceeded til! near 7 
o’clock, when he gave way; and 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved that the committee 
rise, and proposed that the bill should be taken out 
of committe to-morrow, and that the final question 
should be taken on the day following, provided 
the previous question should not be called before 
fourjo’clock. 

He made this proposition in a spirit of cempro- 
mise, that the House need not be wearied with a 
night session, and that a reasonable time might be 
allowed for the discussion of so important a mea- 
sure. 

The question was taken, and carried in the af- 
firmative—yeas 91, nays 86. 

Mr. EVANS moved an adjournment. 

Mr. BRONSON called for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, 29 in the affirmative, and 
128 in the negative. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpar, May 14, 1838. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from sun- 
dry citizens of Bradford county, Pennsylvania, on the 
subject of letter postage: referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also, seven 
memorials from citizens of Pennsylvania against 
the treaty of New Echota: laid on the table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Amos Nor- 
throp, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial fiom 
sundry citizens of Vermont, remonstrating against 
the Cherokee treaty: laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Stoneham, Massachusetts, on the 
same subject: also laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL presented a petition from Solo- 
mon Class,a mail contractor, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation for carrying the mail be- 
tween Pontiac and Saganaw, in the State of Mi- 
chigan, and a similar petition from Benjamin F. 
Fox, another mail cortractor, praying for an in- 
crease of compensation for carrying the mail be- 
tween Detroit and Howell in the same State. 
Mr. N. said, that in both of these cases, the con- 
tract was to carry the mail on horseback; but the 
mails on both routes soon became too large to be 
transported in that mode, and had to be carried in 
wagons. They were both strong cases, calling for 
an increase of compensation, or for a release of 
the contractors from their present ruinouscontracts. 
He would take the occasion to add, that he con- 
sidered it unfortunate that the new law concerning 
the Post Office establishment, had divested the 
Postmaster General of all discretionary authority 
upon this subject. To the new States, at least, in 
which the weight of the mails generally increased 
so rapidly, it was important that he should have 
retained that authority. The petitions were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, on leave, introduced a bill to 
provide for running the northeastern boundary line 
of the United States; and after some remarks from 
Mr. WILLIAMS, it was, by general consent, read 
twice and referred. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, the Senate took up 
the joint resolution for the relief of Vespasian Ellis; 
and the same having been considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The bill to continue the corporate existence of 
the banks of the District of Columbia was taken 
up as the unfinished business; the question being 
on Mr. BUCHANAN’S amendment, requiring the 
banks to keep on hand an amount of coin equal to 
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one-quarter of that of their private deposites, ex- 
cluding special deposites, in addition to coin equal 
to one-quarter the amount of their circulation, as 
in the bill— 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke for some time against 
the amendment; after which, 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate in favor of 
the principle contained in it, and concluded by 
moving to amend it by striking out the word “ pri- 
vaie;” which motion was lost—ayes 13, noes 15. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama spoke in favor of the 
amendment; and after some remarks from Mr. 
BUCHANAN in further explanation of it, the 
debate was cominued by Messrs HUBBARD and 
BUCHANAN in favor of the amendment, and by 
Mr. RIVES in opposition to it; but before taking 
any question, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvespay, May 15, 1838. 

The SPEAKER, on leave, laid before the House 
a communication from the Secretary of the Navy, 
enclosing a list of the names of all pension agents, 
the amounts paid by them, ete. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, laid on the table. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of J. G. Lyon and others of the city of 
Mobile; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Roger Leonar- 
dy, praying indemnity for losses of cattle during 
the Seminole war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the joint memorial of the Le- 
gislature of the State of Alabama, praying remu- 
neration for losses sustained in consequence ot the 
war with the Creek Indians; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the petition of Amos C, Wright, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was concur- 
red in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Amos C. Wright, and that the same, with 
accompanying documents, be referred to the Third 
Auditor for settlement, under the existing laws. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, made an un- 
favorable report on the petition of Rebecea Conly, 
which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Captain E. Shaler and 
others, praying for a grant ofland for extraordinary 
services during the war; and the same was com- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, made an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Elisha Smith, which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of 
Samuel Mussey and Thomas James. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Reyolu- 
tionary Claims, reperted with an amendment, Se- 
nate bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant 
William Russwurm, deceased. 


Mr. SHEPPERD, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of ———~ Nick, alias Reginald Hillay. 


Mr. BIRDSALL, from the same committee, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of Peter Vroman, of New York, 
(praying the redemption, by the Government of the 
United States, of $1,400 continental money) and 
that it lie on the table: agreed to. 


Mr. MAY, from the Committee on Private Land 
Claims, reported Senate bill supplementary to the 
act providing for the adjustment of titles to land in 
the town of Detroit, in the Territory of Michigan, 
and for other purposes, and moved that it be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. CRARY appealed to the gentleman not te 
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u-ual course, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio also joined in the 
request; and 

Mr. MAY accordingly moved the commitment 
of the bill; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the Committee on 
Piivate Land Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of M. P. Le 
Dac; and the petitioner had leave to withdraw the 
same. 

Mr. DEBERRY, from the Committee on Agri- 
culture, to which was referred the petition of the 
inhabilants of Somerset county, Maine, praying 
the refunding of certain duties on imported hay, 
reported unfavorably on the same; which was laid 

@ the table. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the invest- 
ment of moneys received or appropriated for the 
use of Indians or Indian tribes. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE, from the Committee on the 
Militia, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That 10,000 extra copies of the report 
and till reported by.the Committee on the Militia 
be printed for the use of the House. 

The resolution, under the rule, would lie over 
one day, bat Mr. 8. moved its adoption. 

Mr. YELL objected to its consideration at this 
time. 

Mr. SOUTHGATE, therefore, moved a sus- 
pension of the rule, but the House refused; 82 to 
47—not two-thirds. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a 
pension to Frances Jones, widow of John Jones, of 
the State of Virginia. 

RECISION OF TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON then rose and said that, however he 
might regret the temporary interruption to other 
business, he felt constrained again to ask the leave 
of the House to introduce the resolution submitted 
by him yesterday. [See last evening’s Globe. } 

The CHAIR stated that, on examining the ca- 
landar, he found thereon a resolution on the same 
subject, and he suggested to the gentleman that he 
had better move to take that one up. 

Mr. BOON accordingly moved to take the reso- 
iution submitted by Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, 
on the 16th of April; which was in the following 
words: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
Jawtul for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
foree or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches 
of the revenue (either from the sales of the public 
lands, or from any other source) of the United 
States shall be collected. 

Mr. BOON and Mr. BRONSON suggested that 
the resolution was a distinct proposition from that 
submitted yesterday, which was a jointone. The 
former remarking that one specified the kind of 
money to be received, which the other did not. 

The CHAIR ruled otherwise, on the ground that 
the subject it referred to was the same. 

Objection being made to take up the resolution— 

Mr. BOON moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, called tor the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. CASEY moved a call of the House, which 
was refused. 

The House also refused to suspend the rules— 
yeas 94, nays 76, not two-thirds, as follows: 

va YS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John ‘W 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Bond, Boon, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
William B. Cathoun, John Calhoon, William B. Carter, Ca- 

sey, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crary, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, 
Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Foster, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, Graves, Gren- 
nell, Haley, Halstead, Hamer, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Jabez Jackson, ee Marvin, Samson Ma- 
son, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, 
Muchell, Montgomery, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Patterson, Pope, Potts. Rariden, Randolph, Robin 
son, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Shields, Sibley, Suyder, Southgate, Stanly, Stration, Taliaterre, 
Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Vanderveer, A. 8S. White, 
John White, Elicha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wil! 


liams, Jos. L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Yell, 
and Yorke—S. 


p ss that motion, bat permit the bill to take the | 


ee 


NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Birdsall, Brodhead, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, 
Chapman, Clowney, Craig, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Drom- 
goole, Edwards, Parrir.gton, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, James Gar- 
land, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Griffin, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ing- 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, N. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, James M. 
Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClel- 
lan, McClure, Miller, Morgan, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Pratt, Reily, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, 
Sheffer, Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus. Toucey, Tur- 
ney, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, and 
Jared W. Williams—76 

Mr. BOON then gave notice that he should renew 


this proposition every day until the House acted 


upon it. 
TREASURY NOTES. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG, again went into Committee on the Union, 
Mr. Inauam in the Chair, on the bill to carry into 
effect the act of the 13th of October last, autho- 
rizing the issue of Treasury notes. 

The question was on the substitute of Mr. Ro- 
BERTSON to authorize the raising of a loan of ten 
millions of dollars, at six per cent. with the amend- 
ment of Mr. Stuart to authorize an issue of Trea- 
sury notes to the amount of two millions of dol- 
lars, to provide for the immediate exigencies of the 
Government. 

eMr. TILLINGHAST concluded his remarks in 
opposition to the bill, but avowed himself willing 
to vote for a loan. 

Mr. BIDDLE obtained the floor, but yielded 
it to 

Mr. CUSHMAN, who made a very interesting 
statement in response to the oft-repeated charge in 
relation to the Branch Bank of the United States at 
Portsmouth, and in explanation of the whole occur- 
rence, and the part taken therein by himself, Go- 
vernor Hill, Secretary Woodbury, and others. 

Mr. BIDDLE then proceeded to oppose the bill 
at length; and first, to review the report of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, (in relation to paying 
members of Congress in specie,) made in response 
toa resolution of Mr. B. at the late called session. 
Mr. B. then replied to Mr. Ruerr, and went into 
an examination of the principles of finance and 
banking, as connected with the circulation and use 
of specie, and in relation to the action of the Go- 
vernment thereon. 

Mr. BELL then took the floor, and went at 
length into various arguments in opposition to the 
bill, and spoke of the different statements of the 
President and Secretary of the Treasury, and of 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as wholly deceptive; as also, he con- 
tended, were the bill and its title deceptive, and 
wilfully intended to impose upon the community. 
The statements of the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means that there were funds in hand 
to redeem the Treasury notes, and that a perma- 
nent loan was unnecessary, he contended were not 
correct, and went into statements to show that the 
income would net be as great as was anticipated, 
and that the funds alluded to would not be avail- 
able. 

Mr. B. contended that the revenue had been re- 
duced within a few years, by the action of the coun 
try, from forty-eight millions to ten, or twelve, or 
at most to fifteen millions; and said that he con- 
sidered the state of the country prosperous, though 
it had been called bloated, when the revenue was 
so large, and had enabled the country to pay off 
the public debt, and place twenty-eight millions of 
surplus in the hands of the States. He said the 
scheme of issuing Treasury notes now, was only 
an experiment upon the people, to see how far such 
issues might becarried, and was an attempt to esta- 
blish, in effect,a Treasury bank, by whatever name 
it might be called. He alleged that the Govern- 
ment was the cause of the expansion of bank 
paper, and read from speeches and from “ the offi- 
cial organ” to prove that encouragements had been 
held out to States to charter new banks ; and espe- 
cially, that Pennsylvania was encouraged to char- 
ter a large institution, by the hope held out, that 
it would become the central depositary of the 
public moneys; and he considered this the worst 
instance of bribery and corruption ever held out 
byany Government, or individual, to be found in 
the history of bribery. He went into an argument, 
founded on the condition of finances in the South- 


western States, to show the excessive issues had 
been induced by the action of the Government, in 
relation to the affairs of banks, and the sale of the 
public lands. The most extraordinary facilities 
had been held out to the banks to induce them to 
expand, and Indian lands, almost to the destruc- 
tion of the Chickasaw nation, had been brought in- 
to the market to encourage speculation; and when 
every thing was at the highest state of trade and 
speculation, in consequence of this action, it was 
suddenly arrested. Banks were denounced, specu- 
lation was condemned, the Specie Circular was is- 
sued, and the weight of the injury fell upon the 
proscribed States of Mississippi and Alabama. 
He also alluded to various expenditures, and ar- 
gued that the Government had not been governed, 
notwithstanding their professions, by any system of 
practical economy. The expenditures, he said, 
had been extravagant, and in many cases useless. 

Mr. B. then spoke of internal improvements, 
and said the Cumberland Road bill had been pre- 
sented as a test question, and he had been particu 
larly pointed at in the debate on that bill. He had 
never, during the eleven years that he had been in 
Congress, voted for any appropriation for internal 
improvement—not even for the improvement of 
a river that run by his own door, or for the 
construetion of a road that run through the 
place of his residence; and he said that the 
very party now in power, which had condemned 
the doctrine of internal improvements,had increased 
the expenditure from a quarter of a million to over 
two millions; and that now, notwithstandingjthe re- 
commendation to reduce the appropriations as low 
as possible, on account of the state of the Treasury 
and currency, the President had recommended ap- 
propriations for internal improvements to the 
amount of nineteen hundred thousand dollars. 
He then went into a review of the division of 
the parties as respected breaches of privilege, to 
show that these test voles were generally delusive 
and deceptive; and that with the changes of the times 
the sentiments and votes of members would change 
also. He adverted to the graduation and pre- 
emption schemes, as recommended by the Presi 
dent, which was designed as a test in the new 
States; and, afier dwelling on these and other to- 
pics for some time, he concluded by expressing his 
solemn conviction that the bill under consideration 
was but the initiatory step of a general system that 
was in anticipation by the present Administration— 
the establishment of a Government bank, and the 
issue and circulation of Government paper. 

Mr. RANDOLPH followed on the same side, 
and went into a review of the causes of our present 
embarrassments, and those in England, and by a 
contrast between the bank paper circulation in 
both countries went on to contend that ours did 
not arise altogether from excess of issue, or from 
any of the causes assigned by the President in his 
message at the special session. Mr. R. ascribed them 
to a different source, viz: to the enormous body of 
oftice seekers who left their homes to seek employ- 
ment under General Jackson, after his first elec- 
tion. This unhinged the whole pre-existing state 
of things, and, the President being regarded as the 
only fountain of honor and profit, uprooted the 
antecedent principles of our Government. This 
position Mr. R. illustrated and sustained at length, 
and had not concluded when our columns were 
closed. ; 


[The Treasury Note bill was brought into the 
House between seven and eight o’clock, the seve- 
ral amendments being informally acted upon for 
the purpose of being offered in the House, when 
a more full and detailed account of them will be 
given. The House then adjourned, without trans- 
acting any further business. ] 


IN SENATE, 
Tuespay, May 15, 1838. 

The CHAIR cvummunicated a report from the 
Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, and Navy 
Departments, and the General Post Office, in an- 
swer to aresolution of the Senate of the 29th of 
December last, requiring information with regard 
to the salaries of the various clerks employed in 
said Departments; and, 
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On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

THE CHEROKEE TREATY. 

Mr. DAVIS presented several memorials in re- 
jation to the Cherokee treaty, praying for its revi- 
sion and repeal: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKEAN presented several memorials on 
the same subject; which were disposed of in the 
same manner. 

Mr. LUMPKIN arose, and addressed the Senate 
to the following effect: 

Mr. Presivent: I hold in my hand a letter ad- 
dressed to me by Mr. John Ridge, a Cherokee 
man, of the country West. This letter contains 
much interesting and detailed information in re- 
gard to the present state and condition of the Che- 
rokee people, and affords a fair view of the pros- 

ecis which await these people, if they could be 
permitted to enter into the possession of the advan- 
tages secured tc them by the treaty of 1835. It is 
my wish, sir, to read this letter for the information 
of the Senate and of the country. I will add, that 
I have numerous letters from highly respectable 
Cherokees who have settled in the West, which go 
to sustain fully all the views and statements of Mr. 
Ridge. The propriety of introducing and reading 
this Jetter I trust will not be controverted, when 
we take into consideration the present actual state 
of our Cherokee affairs. 

It is known that the Government, in December, 
1835, entered into an arrangement or treaty with a 
numerous and intelligent delegation of the Chero- 
kee people. Under which arrangement it was sti- 
pulated and agreed that the whole people should 
emigrate from the East to the West, under the care 
and superintendence of the Government of the 
United States, on or before the 23d of the pre- 
sent month, Woy, 1838; and several thousand of 
them, including the most intelligent, have already 
emigrated, and taken up their abodes in their new 
country, where they are qniet, happy, and content- 
ed, and are anxious to see the balance of their 
tribe join them in the West, and participate in 
their rich inheritance. Among the emigrants are 
Mr. Ridge, the writer of the letter to which I have 
referred, who is a man of strong native mind, im- 
proved by cultivation and education. He is a 
marti of great integrity of character, whose lofty 
spirit became restless under the conflicts and con- 
troversies of his people with the State Govern- 
ments, which terminated in the annihilation of the 
Cherokee Government. Under these circumstances 
Mr. Ridge and his friends yielded to the force of 
circumstances, choosing to abandon their country 
rather than be deprived of their native right to self 
government; and Mr. Ridge became the indepen- 
dent advocate of emigration, as the best hope of 
securing to his people the boon of liberty and inde- 
pendence. And now, with a prudent and intelli- 
gent forecast, he looks to a more honorable and en- 
deared relation to the Government of the United 
States, as the only rational hope of perpetuating the 
existence of the native American race. 

But, sir, by the indulgence of the Senate I will 
read the letter of Mr. Ridge referred to, and to sus- 
tain the truth of which I have in my _ possession 
ample testimony. 

[Leave being granted, Mr. L. read as follows:] 

Sours Lee, Berksuire Co. Mass. 
May 7, 1838. 

My Frienp: While | was in New York, I re- 
ceived your kind letter of the 25th ult. in answer 
to mine, for which I am greatly indebted to you. 
It was my desire to have visited Washington, in 
order to have the pleasure of a personal interview 
with you, and also to see the result of the great 
Indian bill, now in a course of discussion in the 
Senate, but the period I have set apart to return 
to my country is the first of June, and I have but 
a short time to spend among my wife’s relations. 

I did not write as fully as the interesting subject 
of the Cherokee removal, and thenature of the coun- 
try, demanded, as I then believed I should see you. 
Now you will allow me to relate my opinion of 
our country in the West, and the situation of our 
people. 

The treaty is so liberal in its provisions for the 
comfortable removal of the Cherokees, that I have 
heard no complaints on that head, but the highest 


satisfaction. These who went by water im steam- 
boats in the spring of the year, passed with so 
much despatch, that most of them planted corn, 
and raised considerable crops. You know that 
good and exemplary christian, Mr. Charles Moore. 
He said that he planted in the month of June, and 
raised a greater crop of beans, pumpkins, and 
corn, than he ever did in Georgia under the most 
favorable circumstances. He said that “the land 
in the West was so rich, that he could compare it 
to nothing else than a fattened hog, which was so 
fat that he could not get up.” Ihave travelled ex- 
tensively in that country—once, from my residence, 
near the corner of Missouri and Arkansas, to Fort 
Smith, through Flint district, where I had the plea- 
sure of beholding fine springs of water, excellent 
farms, and comfortable houses, and mills and mis- 
sion schools, belonging to the Cherokees, and every 
evidence of prosperity and happiness was to be 
seen among the Cherokees as a people. I sawa 
number whe had previously arrived, and who ar- 
rived since I had, and I heard but one‘sentiment— 
that they were happy and contented in their new 
country. Indeed, the soil is so exceedingly 
rich, and well timbered, and the navigation 
of the Arkansas river affords them superior com- 
mercial advantages to what they enjoyed in the 
East. I joked with the people, and asked them if 
they would return to Georgia, even if they could 
be re-established in their ancient rights and loca- 
tion in that country? They invariably said, No, by 
nomeans! Nothing would induce them to return. 
But they sincerely wished that the eyes of their 
countrymen night be opened, and break from the 
delusions of John Ross and his political tools, and 
escape to thisgood land. I think in this direction, 
I travelled over eizhty-eight miles of the nation in 
a straight line. After this, I visited the newly ac- 
quired land, called neutral, which was added to 
our country west, by the treaty of New Echoia. I 
rode over it about two days, and I their found Mr. 
Joseph Rogers, our Cherokee friend from the Cha- 
tahoochy, pleasantly situated in the finest region of 
country Lever beheld on any landin the United 
States. The streams here, of allsizes from the 
river to the brooks, run swiftly over clear stones 
and pebbles, and the water is clear as crystal, 
in which excellent fish abound in vast numbers. 
The soil is diversified, from the best prairie lands 
to the best bottom lands in vast tracts. Never did 
I see a better location for settlements, and better 
springs in the world. God has thrown his favors 
here witha broad cast. In this region are nume- 
rous mills, and itis of itself capable of supportinga 
larger population than the whole Cherokee nation. 
On my return, I travelled towards Fort Gibson, 
seventy-five miles, in another direction, and I found 
the richness of the soil, and natural advantages, 
far superior to any other country in my travels. In 
this trip, 1 visited Parkhill mission, where the 
Rev. Mr. Worcester and Mr. Boudinot are loca- 
ted, and are engaged in the translation and publi- 
cation of useful religious books in the Cherokee 
language, and also Choctaw books prepared 
by the Choctaw missionaries. But what pleased 
me more, and which was a new thing here, 
in this country, those gentlemen had publish- 
ed achristian almanac, in Cherokee and English, 
calculated for the meridian of Fort Gibson! I found 
this extensively in circulation among the Cherokees; 
and in fact, I was pleased to find, that religious 
tracts in the Indian language, on the shelves of full- 
blooded Cherokees, and every one knew and seem- 
ed to love, the “‘messenger,” as they call Mr. Wor- 
cester. I very often met with new emigrants from 
the eastern nation, either arriving, or settling the 
country, or on their way to Fort Gibson, to draw 
the balance of their dues for their lands and im- 
provements. These new comers were formerly of 
opposite parties in the old nation; there was no 
disposition to quarrel, butevery disposition manifes- 
ted to cultivate friendship, and rejoice together in 
the possession of this country. 

I had the pleasure of heing introduced to General 
Arbuckle, commanding at Fort Gibson, and I 
found him to be an excellent man, of fine personal 
appearance, and intelligence. He informed me 
that the country next to the Osages, on the Verdi- 
gris, was the best in the country, and was yet un- 


settled; so you perceive that I am greatly pleased 
with otr new country. Most all the intelligent 
men of our nation, our supreme judges, our she- 
riffs, our marshals, our legislators, and our national 
treasurer, are, you are aware, already removed; 
and all are engaged in the building of houses and 
the opening of farms. Many of the Cherokees 
htave turned their attention to merchandising, and 
some have supplied themselves with goods from 
New Orleans and New York, besides other places 
more convenient to the nation. 

Many of the Christian Cherokees are engaged in 
the organization of schools and temperance socie- 
ties; and there isno danger, as some supposed, that 
the Cherokees would indulge so much in the chase 
as to retrograde from civilization. And I have also 
the pleasure of informing you, that the utmost 
friendship and tranquillity prevails between the In- 
dians and the citizens of the United States, not only 
those who live at the military stations, but those of 
your citizens who reside in Missour: and Arkansas, 
near the Cherokee nation. In the best state of 
friendship they visit and trade together on both 
sides of the line, to their mutual advantage. In 
addition to this, we have excellent saline springs, 
where salt is made by the Cherokees. I was told 
Judge Martin was about to commence to work at 

@ne of these salines. In regard to the health of the 
country, I find that it is good on the small water 
courses, and it is only on the larger water courses 
that the fever and ague prevails among new asct- 
tlers. But it is somewhat singular, that whenever 
a Cherokee arrives in the country, wherever that 
might be, he cannot be induced to change his loca- 
tion for a better. He will say that there is either 
no better, or that his place is as good as he wants 
it to be. 

If the people ef the United States could only see 
our condition in the West, they would no longer 
assist John boss to delude the poor, ignorant po:- 
tion of our people to remain in the East, while he 
can speculate on their miseries. 

The Cherokee Government in the West is very 
much like it was in the old nation beiore it was 
suppressed by the States. 

They have an Executive, Legislature, and a Judi- 
ciary, and trial by jury. 

I feel happy to ascertain that a majority of the 
Senate entertain such magnanimous views towards 
the well-being of the Indians in future. Removed 
as they are from State jurisdiction and conflict, 
with the rich advantages of christianity and civili- 
zation, the Choctaws, Cherokees, Chickasaws, 
Creeks, and other nations, are destined to become 
a mighty and a happy peorle in the West. I am 
traly pleased to find that our neighbor Senator 
Sevier stands by your side in this great under- 
taking. That was a happy thought of his, in calling 
the Indian Territory ‘* Neosho.” It means, in the 
Osage language, the “‘ Clear Waters.” 

I should be glad to receive the documents con- 
nected with that bill, and all the important speeches 
upon the subject. 

While I was in New York, I found that the 
religious community were entirely bewildered by 
John Ross, and the party slang of their papers. 
Instead of viewing the late treaty as a blessing to 
the Cherokees, and as a mode of relief to the suf- 
fering Cherokees, they considered it the source of 
all their afflictions. I attempted to explain John 
Ross’s position in the papers; and many of them 
are convinced that the treaty and its friends are in 
the right; but a great many are still bewildered. 
They believe that John Ross is the nation; and 
could he succeed to break the treaty, the whole 
of the Southern States would retire from their juris- 
dictional charters. 


I sometimes feel afraid that all is not right in 
these editors of newspapers. It would seem that 
they would be willing to have the Indians resist 
and shed blood, and produce a Florida scene, in or- 
der to render their Government odious. They 
seem to be pleased to have money expended to sup- 
press Indian hostilities, and then blame the Govern- 
ment for the expenses. They well know that the 
Indians cannot exist in the States; and all they 
can possibly accomplish by their memorials, is to 
assist John Ross to effect a treaty, the character of 
which is buried deep in his breast. They all know 
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ihat ia the East be Cherokees have no Govern- 
ment, and have had no elections for nine years 
past; and yet John Ross is, in their estimation, a 
constitutional chief over ail the Cherokees; ard if 
the President refuses to recognise this preposterous 
claim, and determines to sce that al] the Cherokees 
shall share alike from the avails of their land, then 
they proclaim him a monster, and John Ross the 
Cherokee christian. 

I shall remain here to the first of June; and I will 
be obliged to you for another letter before I start for 
the West. I am your friend. 

JOHN RIDGE. 
Gov. Witson Lumexin. 

Thus, sir, you have the views of a man, than 
whom none 1s better qualified to judge, or more 
entitled to full credit. Now, sir, what a contrast 
does this letter of facts present, when compared 
with the idle, silly, and false sympathy set forth in 
the memorials and petitions with which we are 
daily inundated—coming from a distant people, 
who are obviously ignorant of the merits of the 
subject with which they are impertinen'ly inter- 
meddling. Yes, sir, these memorialists are made 
t» complain upon a subject upon which, from the 
naiure of things, they care and know but little. 
Sir, these good, religious memorialists are brought 
in as auxiliaries to a political cause. The obvious 
object is to bring odium and censure on the admi- 
nistration of your Government. I aspire not to 
the honor of those who are the organs of such 
vetitioners. Sir, I am the friend of liberty and 
individual rights. To petition, speak, wrife, and 
publish, is guarantied to the American citizen by 
the Constitution of our country. I would abridge 
none of these rights. But I am the avowed op- 
ponent of the impertinent intermeddling of one 
section of our country with the local concerns of 
another section. And, sir, when in my closet, I 
sometimes tremble for the ultimate destiny of my 
country, when I trace the progress and movements 
of the present times. 

We are justly and properly considered a christian 
people. The Constituiions of our country all re- 
cognise the Bible as a book ef Divine origin and 
revelation, and none can have a higher regard and 
veneration for that standard of religion than my- 
self. But in the formation of our Constitution, 
great care was taken not to blend Church and 
State; a religioustparty in politics, such as these peti- 
tioners on the Cherokee subject, was never contem- 
plated by the framers of our Constitution. But 
with all our guarranties of liberty of conscience, 
what is the present state of facts? Look at the 
journals and proceedings of both Houses of Con- 
gress during the present session. All other busi- 
ness dwindles into mere items, when compared 
with the mass of matter, forced on the aticntion of 
Congress by a concert of professed christian spirits, 
who are countenanced, encouraged,’ and 
tained by highly talented men of the politi- 
cal party, who are opposed to the present 
Administration of the Federal Government. 
Aud these pious peopie take the liberty, upon all 
occasions, of dealing out denunciation and con- 
desanation upon the Government of their country. 
And yet, when conclusive testimony is introduced 
to expose their error, the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Davis] complains of the want of respect 
to these petitioners. The letter of Mr. Ridge read 
by me, has nothing in it unkind or uncourt 
these people, unless the exposure of their errors 
and ignorance upon this Indian subject may be so 
considered. Compare the severity and sent'ments 
of these memorials, levelled against the Govern- 
ment to help out a political party, with this letter; 
and I may safely appeal to any tribunal for an 
award in favor of Mr. Ridge, upon the score of 
moderation, when compared with this christian 
party in politics. Mr. Ridge’s letter certainly gives 
him much the strongest claim to a christian spirit 
of moderation and truth. 

But the gentleman from Massachusetts under- 
takes to justify his complaining constituents and 
memorialists upon the ground that their complain's 
are confined to the validity of the late treaty. 
Moreover, the Senator informs us that h- has 
never considered the treaty a valid one; that it was 
made with a small number of unauthorized indi- 
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viduals of the Cherokee people, and that fifteen or 
sixteen thousand Cherokees have remonstrated 
against the treaty during the present session of 
Congress. Upon this subject I will give the Sena- 
tor and the Senate correct information. I wish 
the whole truth to be known to the country. The 
numerical majority of the whole Cherokee people 
has for many years been under the influence of 
Mr. Ross and his party; and, therefore, I have no 
doubt but a majority of the whole Cherokee peo- 
ple, if they had been consulted, would have joined 
Ross in dissenting to the treaty. But it is equally 
true that a majority of the Cherokees who pos- 
sessed a sufficient share of intelligence to compre- 
hend the subject, were decidedly in favor of the 
treaty; and are now happy and satisfied in the en- 
joyment of the benefits and advantages secured to 
them and their people under the provisions of the 
treaty. 

My opinion of Indian treaties is known to the 
Senate. But I would ask, when was the validity 
of an Indian treaty, before this, tested by being 
submitted to the whole mass of an Indian people, 
men, women, and children? A new test has been 
introduced to try the validity of this treaty: it is to 
be tested upon the broadest principles of Demo- 
cracy. It ought to be sufficient to satisfy the wise 

@®and the good, every where, that this treaty was ne 
gotiated, on behalf ot the Cherokees, by the most 
intelligent and patriotic men that ever negotiated 
an Indian treaty, and that it secures to the whole 
people more signal advantages than were ever be- 
fore secured to an Indian people, by any treaty 
heretofore entered into by this Government. This 
treaty dispenses equal justice to the rich and poor, 
without favor or partiality te a solitary individual. 

One word, sir, upon the subject of the remon- 
strance of the fifteen thousand Cherokees, against 
the execution of the treaty. Including every Indian 
soul, now in the Cherokee country East, their 
number cannot amount to fifteen thousand—the 
whole of the men, women, and children, including 
the infants at the breast, and they do not amount to 
that number. Here then, Mr. President, we have 
a forcible illustration of the imposition practised 
upon honorable Senators, who become the organs 
of the fashionable petitioners of the present day. Sir, 
the facts which I state are susceptible of proof, 
before any tribunal whatever. I, therefore, hope 
we shall hear no more about the fifteen thousand 
Cherokee complainants. 

But, sir, I could bear with patience and compo- 
sure all this delusion and ignorance, and imperti- 
nent intermedling, but for the apprehended mis- 
chief and evil which the opponents of the Govern- 
ment are likely to bring upon the poor Cherokees 
themselves, and for whom they profess to feel such 
strong sympathy. The opponents of the Govern- 
ment, and their pious friends, will not let the 
Indians go. Every expedient has been resorted to 
for the purpose of preventing these people from 
entering into their goodly inheritance. I fear noth- 
ing will satisfy the tender mercies of those who are 
intermedling with this subject, but another Indian 
war. It requires an extraordinary share of philo- 
sophy to exercise composure under such provoca- 
tions as are directly addressed to the Southern peo- 
ple from day to day in this chamber, under the 
humble garb of petition. But, sir, I will not in- 
dalge in further remat ‘is on this subject at present ; 
for | cannot do so without feelings which I do not 
wish to cherish. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
Agnes Dudley; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Manufac- 
tures, reported a bill imposing a duty on imported 
starch; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the bill to esta- 
blish and regulate the navy ration, reported the 
same with amendments. 

Mr. BROWN presented the proceedings of a 
fiige number of citizens of North Carolina, and a 
memorial trom the same, praying for an appropri- 
ation for the purpose of improving the navigation 
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of —_—— Sound: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

‘The bill to punish counterfeiting Treasury notes 
and other securities of the United States, and the 
joint resolution for the relief of Vespasian P. Ellis, 
were severally read the third time and passed. 

Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and asked for its immediate consideration, 
but this requiring the unanimous consent of the 
Senate, and Mr. TALLMADGE objecting, it lies 
over one day. 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia procure and report to the Senate state- 
ments of the condition of the several banks in the 
District of Columbia that have applied for an ex- 
tension of their charters, in regard to the following 
particulars: 

1. The names of the officers and directors of the 
banks, the amount of stock owned by éach, and 
the debts due from each to the banks respectively, 
discriminating between the executive, legislative, 
and judicial officers of the Government among 
them, and also between residents and non-residents. 

2. The stockholders of the banks respectively, 
the amount of stock owned by each, and of debts 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

3. The debtors to the banks respectively, and 
the amount due from each, discriminating as above. 

4. The number of suits that the banks respec- 
tively have instituted against their debtors since the 
suspension of specie payments, and the amount 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

DISTRICT BANKS. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia, the ques- 
tion being on the amendment offered by Mr. BU- 
CHANAN, and explained in yesterday’s report. 

Messrs. NILES and BENTON, severally ad- 
dressed the Senate in favor of the principle con- 
tained in the amendment; after which, 

Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the bill on the table, 
to give time to obtain the information called for by 
the resolution submitted by him this morning, and 
in consideration of the absence and indisposition 
of the Senator who submitted the pending amend- 
ment. 

This motion was decided in the negative—yeas 
15, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, 
Strange, Trotter, and Williams—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lump- 
kin, Mouton, Nicholas, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Roane, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, and White— 
23. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business; after 
which, 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTA TIVES, 
WenpnrspayY, May 16, 1838. 
RECISSION OF TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON rose and said, pursuant to the notice 
he had given yesterday, he moved a suspension of 
the rules, for the purpose of taking up the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Wittiams of Kentucky for one hour, 
adding that he understood that gentleman would 
modify it, if it should be received, by adopting that 
of Mr. B. 

The resolution was as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to report a bill making it un- 
lawful for the Secretary of the Treasury, or any 
other officer of this Government, to continue in 
force or make any general or special order making 
a distinction or discrimination in the medium or 
kind of currency in which the different branches 
of the revenue (either from the sales of the public 
lands or from any other source) of the United 
States shall be collected. 


Mr. WILLIAMS said that having been inform- 
ed some gentlemen voted against the ion of 


the rules yesterday, because they disapproved of 
he phraseology ef this resolution, he gave nRo- 
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tice that if the House assented to the motion of the 
gentleman from Indiana, he would so modify his 
resolution as to make it a joint one, without any 
reference to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked for the yeas and nays, 
but, on dividing the House, no quorum appearing, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a call of the House, which 
was ordered, and, after proceeding for some time, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Va. moved to dispense with 
it; the House then refused, but, after proceeding 
further, the motion was renewed by Mr. MARVIN, 
and prevailed. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—yeas 111, nays 
70. 

A joint resolution from the Senate, for the relief 
of Vespasian Ellis, was taken up, read twice, and, 
en motion of Mr. WISE, ordered to its third read- 
ing, and then read a third time and passed. 

The Senate bill to authorize the sale of certain 
bonds [of the Bank of the United States] belonging 
to the United States, was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Hard and Long- 
street was read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
MONTGOMERY, referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The Senate bill to amend the act more effectu- 
ally to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes, 
was also read twice, and, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY of Ohio, referred to the Cum- 
mitiee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CARTER of Tennessee and Mr. HAR- 
LAN of Kentucky, severally had leave to with- 
draw some papers relating to private claims. 

Mr. LINCOLN and Mr. SOUTHGATE ap- 
pealed to the House to take up the motion to print 
10,000 extra copies of the militia report; but it 
was objected to. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the rules 
were suspended, and the House took up the “‘bill to 
carry into effect an act approved the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1837, to authonize the issuing of Treasury 
notes,” reported last evening, from the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bill, as reported, was in the following 
words: 

Be it enacled by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued, according to the provisions of 
an act entitled “An act to authorize the issuing of 
Treasury notes,” approved the twelfth day of Octo- 
ber last,in place of such notes as have been, or 
may be, issued under the authority of the act 
aforesaid, and which have been, or may hereafter 
be, paid into the Treasury and cancelled. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the bill, 
by inserting between the 5th and 6th lines, after 
the word “ previsions,” ‘ and subject to all the 
conditions, limitations, and restrictions;” which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. C. moved to add the penal clause of the 
former bill against counterfeiting, etc ; but, after 
some conversation with Mr. HOFFMAN, he with- 
drew it, explaining that he himself did not deem it 
necessary; but as others did, he had submitted it in 
deference to them. 

Mr. ROBERTSON then renewed his amend- 
ment offered in Committee, modifying it so as to 
embrace also the substance of one submitted by 
Mr. MENEFEE, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and in- 
Sert: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized, with the approbation of the 
President, to borrow, on the credit of the United 
States, from time to time, such sums as the Presi- 
dent may consider requisite for the public service 
of the current year, not exceeding in the whole 
millions of dollars, at a rate of interest not 
exceeding six per centum per annum, payable 
quarter-yearly, reimbursable at the will of the Uni 
ted States, or at such periods as may be stipulated, 
hot exceeding from day of 
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; to be applied, in addition *® the moneys 
now in the Treasury, or which may be received 
therein from other sources during the present year, 
to defray any public expenditures which are or may 
be authorized by law. The stock thereby created 
shall be transferable at the Treasury of the United 
States, under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall prescribe; which regulations 
shall be published in such manner as he shall 
direct. And it ishereby declared, That it shall be 
deemed a good execution of the said power to bor- 
row, for the Secretary of the Treasury, with the ap- 
probation of the President of the United States, to 
cause to be constituted certificates of stock, signed 
by the Register of the Treasury, for the sum bor- 
rowed, or for any part thereof, bearing an interest, 
payable as aforesaid, not exceeding per 
centum per annum, transferable and reimbursable 
as aforesaid, provided said stock shall not be sold 
under par. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then proceeded to reply to Mr. 
RHETT; and having done so, propounded some 
questions to the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. H. inquired whether it was intended, by 
this bill, that the Treasury notes issued, and paid 
back into the Treasury, should be cancelled as they 
came in? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that, in order to 
obviate any misconstruction or doubt about that 
point, he had introduced the amendment agreed to 
this morning. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. Then, in no case, is the 
issue to exceed ten millions of dol!ars? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG. Certainly not. 

Mr. HOFFMAN. And will the power to issne 
expire on the 31st of December, 1838, as in the act 
of the 12th of October? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that, as the 
bill originally stood, according to his construction 
of it, it carried with it all the provisions of that 
act; but some doubts having been expressed by 
various gentlemen, to obviate them he had extended 
the clause by inserting the werds, “subject to all 
the conditions, limitations, and restrictions” of that 
act. Consequently, this bill would expire at the 
time indicated in the antecedent one. 

Mr. HOFFMAN admitted that he had not paid 
Strict altention to the amendment at the time it was 
offered. He then went on to express his dissent, 
and to give his reasons therefor, from the mode of 
relief proposed, Treasury notes were objectiona- 
ble, because they were unproductive, and always 
would be depreciated; and quoted, in proof of this, 
the testimony of Mr. Gallatin. Mr. H. then ad- 
verted to the free banking scheme, which was, as 
yet, an untried experiment, and stated his objec- 
tions to some of its features. In reference to any 
mode of relief, he expressed himself in favor of a 
direct loan. 

Mr. THOMPSON made some explanations in 
reply to Mr. H. 

Mr. JONES of Virginia went into a general 
defence of the bill, and in reply to the arguments 
urged against it by others. 

Mr. WISE went at length into an opposition to 
the bill, upon the ground that it was better to create 
aloan direct, than to resort to the measure now 
proposed. He was willing to take it for granted 
that the necessity for supplies existed; and commented 
upon the course of the Administration, which had 
resulted in that effect. He said it was extraordi- 
nary that the financiers of the Government should 
say that they had abundant means, and yet should 
be compelled to use their credit to raise money ; 
and he made statements to show that the distress 
and embarrassment which had fallen upon the 
Government and the merchants had also reached 
the mass of the community, and was most oppres- 
sive in the valley of the Mississippi. When the 
issue of Treasury notes was first proposed, the 
same story of abundant means and temporary ex- 
pedients was held out, and it was said that time 
was wanted for the merchant to pay their bonds, for 
the deposite banks to pay what they owed, and 
the issue of Treasury notes would accomplish all 
that was desired. Ali this had been granted, and 
now, in the same way, more time was asked, and 
the issuing of more Treasury notes. He referred 
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to the objection that there was not time to negoti- 
ate a Joan, and said he thought, though he was not 
authorized to say so, that Nicholas Biddle would 
take the loan, and pay the ten millions in 
That monster, he said, had with- 
the Governmeat 
when it was colossal; and had maintained the cre- 
dit of his bank at home and abroad; and now that 
the Government was weak and was brought into 


contempt every where, Nicholas Biddle was able 


to loan the ten millions which the Government re- 
quired to sustain their fiscal operations. Mr. W. 
went into various arguments to prove that the ac- 
tion of the Government in relation to the currency 
had been founded in bad policy, and then con- 
demned the issuing of Treasury notes as inpru- 
dent and unsafe. 

He compared the present issue with that of Con- 
tinental money under the Confederation, aud call- 
ed this the least valuable promise, because it was 
not presenti, but presenti solvendum in fuluro; and, 
after describing a note of the old emission, he show- 
ed and described a caricature of the Treasury 
notes, and inferred that the people held such expe- 
dients of the Government in derision. He con- 
cluded by again repeating that he would aid the 
Government with all needful funds, but he prefer- 
red the direct, open, manner of a loan. 

Mr. BYNUM replied to some of the attacks 
made upon the Administration, and contended that 
the proposed mode of obtaining, funds was adopted 
in order to prevent a pressure upon the merchants, 
who had asked fer extension, and to prevent a sud- 
den and oppressive call upon the States for the mo- 
neys deposited with them. It wasa measure intended 
to aid and relieve the country, and he remarked se- 
verely upon the conduct of the opponents of the 
Administration, comparing it with that of the par- 
ties in olden times, when power was swayed by the 
hands of the priestcraft, and was used to oppress 
and plunder the people, whom it endeavored to 
blind, and keep in ignorance and submission. Since 
the light of knowledge had burst upon the world, 
and the wickedness of the rulers had been exposed, 
there was little danger that the people could be long 
enslaved; and it was in consequence of the en- 
lightened condition of the age that the dominance 
of the bank had been resisted and crushed. He 
went fully into an examination of the charges 
against the Administration, and into a defence of 
its measures. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana said, if it was 
not the intention of the House to take the question 
this evening, he would prefer an adjournment; and 
according!y made such a motion. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. GARLAND then withdrew his motion to 
adjourn; and said if there were no ether gentlemen 
disposed to address the House, he would waive 
his right, and permit the question to be taken. 

Other gentlemen having indicated a wish to ad- 
dress the House, 


Mr. GARLAND then proceeded to comment 
upon the extraordinary character of the Presi- 
denUs message, and the communication of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and continued at length 
an investigation of various questions connected 
with the state of the currency, when he yielded 
the floor to. 


Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts, who moved 
an adjournment. 


Mr. HAYNES called for the yeas and nays; 


which were ordered, and were—yeas 64, nays 125. 
So the louse refused to adjourn. 


Mr. GARLAND continued his remarks, insist- 
ing that a loan was preferable to the issue of Trea- 
sury notes, and that a loan could be readily and 
speedily negotiated in this country; and defending 
the conduct of the United States Bank of Pennsy!|- 
vania, in the purchase of cotton, for the purpose of 
aiding southern planters, and paying the foreign 
debt of the country. He maintained that it was 
better to resort to a loan in Europe, rather than to 
this measure, and supported that ground by refer- 
ence to the practice of the Government in past 
times, and especially to the times of Washington, 
Jeiferson, and Madison, who had all been in favor 
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of that mode of obtaining necessary supplies. 
When Mr. Gartanp had concluded, 

Mr. CUSHMAN remarked that the subject had 
been fully discussed, and the hour was late, so he 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. CRAIG moved a call of the House whicn 
was ordered—ayes 83, noes 52. 

Mr. POPE, afier the names had been called, 
moved a suspension of the proceedings in the call, 
and stated that he knew a number of gentlemen 
had paired off, upon both sides, with the intention 
of not returning. 

The question was taken, and decided in the ne- 
gative—ayes 76, noes 77. 

The Clerk was then about to proceed to call the 
absentees, when one hundred and ninety-nine mem- 
bers being ascertained to be present. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, the farther proceed- 
ing on the call were dispensed with—ayes 104, 
noes not counted 

The question was then taken on the motion for 
the previous question, and resulted—ayes 98, noes 
95, so the call for the previous question was se- 
conded., 

Mr. BELL demanded the yeas and nays on or- 
dering the main question to be put, which were 
ordered, and were, yeas 99, nays 99, a tie; the 
Cuain voting in the affirmative, made ayes 100, 
noes 99; so the main question was ordered. 

Mr. GRENNELL asked for the yeas and nays 
thereon, which was the engrossment of the bill; 
and being ordered, they were, yeas 106, nays 99; 
as follow: 


YRAS—Mesors. Anderson, Andrews, A@herton, Beatty, 
Betrne, Bicknell, Birdsail, Boon, Brodhcad, Bronson, Bynum, 


Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Davee, DeGrafl, Diom 
roole, Duncan, Edwards, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 


Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, 
Griffin, Haley, Haronond, Haier, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holeey, Holt, Howard, Hubley, logham, Thomas B. Jackson, 
Joseph Johnaon, Nath, Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Kilgore, Kiingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Loran, 
Loomis, James M. Mason, Marun, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 


Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Pennybacker, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Power, Pratt, Prentiss, Rariden, 
Reily, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, 
Spencer, Stuart, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, 


Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Jared W. Williams, Worthington, and Yell—106 
NAYS—Mes-rs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Averigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, W1!- 
liam B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, 


Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curts, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Den- 
nis, Dun, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, Wiliam Graham, 
Graves, Grennel!, Nalstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 


Herod, Hoffman, Hopkins, Robert M. T. Hunter, Henry John. 
econ, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Linco'n, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menetec, Milligan, 
Mitchell,C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, 
Randolph, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, 
Ruravey, Russell, Sergeant, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, 
Slade, Southzate, Stanly, Suratton, Talaferro, Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Toiand, Underwood, Albert 8. White, John White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph 
I. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—99. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading ; and having been engrossed and put on its 

assage, 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to recom- 
mit the bill to a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, with instruetions to report a 
bill to authorize the sale of the bonds of the Bank 
of the United States, and in the event that they 
could not be sold in time, then to authorize the 
issue of two millions of Treasury notes for the 
immediate wants of the Government; and also to 
authorize a loan of such sum as might be neces- 
sary for the actual wants of the Government, until 
such sale can be made. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded—ayes 104, noes not 
counted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina demanded 
the yeas and nays on ordering the main question, 
and having been ordered were, yeas 103, nays 94. 

Mr. RARIDEN then rose to move a vote of re- 
consideration; but it was not in order. 

Messrs. BRIGGS, ROBERTSON, and WISE, 
simultaneously called for the yeas and nays; but 
they were refused. 

Mr. BELL raised the point of order, that Mr. 
RakipENn’s motion was in order; but, after a few 
words from the Cnair, dropped it. 

The bill was then passed, and the question being 
on adopting the title, 
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Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out the words, 
“to carry into effect the act approved 12th day of 
October, 1837;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts moved to 
insert the following: “to meet the current expenses 
of the Government;” which was agreed to. 

The title, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. RARIDEN then rose and said, for the pur- 
pose of placing himself and his friends in a correct 
attitude before this nation, he would give notice 
that he should move a reconsideration of the vote 
by which the bill was passed. He preferred the 
amendment proposing to provide means partly by 
loan, and partly by Treasury notes, to meet the 
immediate wants of the Government, though he 
should still vote for the bill if that proposition 
should be rejected. 

On motion, at about quarter past 10 o’clock, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, May 16, 1838. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to which had been referred the joint resolution sub- 
mitted by Mr. CLAY, proposing to make bank 
notes receivable and payable in the receipts and 
expenditures of the Government, made a detailed 
report thereon; which was read. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the report be printed; 
which motion was carried. 

Mr. ALLEN rose and said he would only ob- 
serve that this was a very important paper, em- 
bracing a subject all interesting to the whole peo- 
ple of this country. It was also very long and 
elaborate—too much so to undergo a very exten- 
sive publication by the ordinary public journals of 
the country. To supply its absence from these 
journals would require a very large number of co- 
pies to be printed by order of the Senate. In Jook- 
ing into the joarnals of the Senate to see what had 
been the practice of the Senate on the subject, he 
found that the report made by the Post Office Com- 
mittee in 1834, was ordered to be printed with an 
extra number of copies, amounting to 30,000. He 
also found that the numerous documents appended 
to this report were ordered to be printed to the 
number of 30,000. The order for this printing 
passed the Senate by a vote of 26to 14. Mr. A. 
here, at the request of several gentlemen, read the 
yeas and nays on the occasion referred to.  Be- 
lieving this document to be much more important 
than the Post Office report of 1834, and that it was 
essential that the people should have the fullest in- 
formation on the interesting subject involved, he 
was for printing the largest number of copies that 
had ever been ordered in that body—which was 
30,000. 

Mr. CLAY expressed himself willing to vote for 
the printing, and he only wished gentlemen to 
agree among themselves what number they wanted, 
and he would vote for it. He was surprised, how- 
ever, that the chairman of the committee had not 
thought fit to move some disposition of the resolu- 
tron upon which this report was made. It had been 
a sufficient time before the committee, and from 
the importance of the subject, the public would ex- 
pect some action on it. He complained that the 
course of the chairman was anparliamentary, and 
that it was treating the resolution unfairly to throw 
it aside in the way that it had been done. 

Mr. MORRIS entirely concurred with his col- 
league as to the importance of the document just 
read. He thought it was just such a paper as 
ought to be extensively circulated to disabuse the 
public mind on this important subject. If he could 
call back the money which has been expended in 
printing this session, he would willingly go to the 
expense of printing half a million of copies; but as 
that could not be done, he was willing to go to the 
extent moved by his colleague. For his part, he 
thought each Senator ought to have 1000 copies to 
distribute, and he would therefore move to print 
52,000, instead of 30,000 copies. 

Mr. CLAY still thought that it was incumbent 
on the chairman of the committee te which the re- 
solution had been referred, :o move for its disposi- 
tion in some way or other. It was true that the 
chatrman had made a very voluminous report on 
the subject referred to him; but he recommended 
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no action whatever on the resolution, and he there- 
fore supposed that it was his intention to consider 
it as finally settled. 

Mr. HUBBARD observed in reply to Mr. Cray, 
that when the report was introduced, it was dis- 
tinctly stated by the chairman that he was directed 
by the Committee on Finance, to report back the re- 
solution without amendment. The reading of the 
report was immediately called for, and commenced, 
occupying the whole morning, so that the chair- 
man had no opportunity of making any motion 
whatever, if disposed to do so. Besides the resolu- 
tion was reported strictly in accordance with par- 
liamentary practice (without amendment,) and 
would take its place on the calendar, liable to be 
called up at any moment by a vote of the Senate. 
Se far from its being unparliamentary, as alleged 
by the Senator from Kentucy, the report was made 
in the usual course, and in strict conformity with 
the parliamentary rule. He himself intended as 
soon as this debate was disposed of, to move to 
take up the resolution, and assign an early day for 
its consideration. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky said if it was the inten- 
tion of the committee to put the resolution in the 
Calendar, to meet its fate during the session, it was 
equivalent to suppressing it altogether. The sub- 
ject was one of such thrilling interest to the whole 
community, that he supposed it was entitled to an 
earlier consideration, without throwing it into the 
mass, or rather at the tail of all the business of the 
Senate. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that the Senator could 
move to take up the resolution at any time, and 
that it was his province to do so as much as that 
of any member of the committee. It was not the 
wish of the committee to put the resolution behind 
the other business of the Senate; on the contrary, 
he had intimated his intention of moving to assign 
an early day for its consideration. He would 
name any day the Senator pleased. 

Mr. KING remarked that theSenator from Ken- 
tucky had no reason to complain of the course 
pursued by the committee in reporting back this 
resolution. The committee had reported in the 
usual manner, and it was competent for the Senate 
to move to take itup atany time. There was no 
disposition on the part of the committee, or, he be- 
lieved, of the Senate, to delay its consideration. 
While up he would take notice of the motion made 
by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Morris] to amend 
that of his colleague so as to print the extraordina- 
ry number of 52,000 copies. Now he, for one, 
Was opposed to printing an unusual number of do- 
cuments, to be laid on the tables of members, and 
thrown aside as useless. This waste in printing 
was an evil that was growing from day to day, and 
it was time that it should be ended. He was op- 
posed to the printing of the immense number of 
extra copies of the Post Office report in 1834, and 
he was equally opposed to the printing of so un- 
usual a number now. He admitted that the report 
was a very able one, and ought to be widely dis- 
seminated. He thought it was calculated to do 
much good; but he thought that 10,000 copies 
would be sufficient, and he would go for that num- 
ber, and no more. 

Mr. HUBBARD said he believed from his know- 
ledge of the handwriting of the gentleman who 
made the report, that it would not make more than 
twenty-four or twenty-five printed pages of the 
size of the usual pamphlet in which the speeches 
are published. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, hoped the Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Mogrts] would withdraw his mo- 
tion, and let the question be taken on that of his 
colleague, to print 30,000 copies. He was not dis- 
posed to follow the example set by gentlemen in 
the other House, who opposed the Administration in 
every thing, though he was willing, on the score of 
economy, to limit himself to voting for the largest 
number that had ever been printed. In regard to this 
important document he was willing to go to the ex- 
tent moved by the Senator from Ohio first up, [Mr. 
ALLEN,] which was the number printed of the Post 
Office Report, though it was agreed on all hands 
that the publication of this document would not 
cost more than one-tenth of what that did. 

Mr. GRUNDY said the largest number ever 
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printed for the Senate was 30,000, which was the 
Post Office document. As he conceived this docu- 
ment one of far greater importance to the people, 
he expressed his readiness to vote for that number, 
put nothing beyond it. doy 

Mr. BENTON advocated the printing of the 
greatest number, and avowed his determination to 
vote on each question for the largest number. The 
document was one of great importance to the coun- 
try, and would not cost a tythe of that which had 
been sent from this body, some sessions since, in 
rela'ion to the concerns of the General Post Office. 

Mr. TALLMADGE opposed the printing of the 
number moved by the Senator from Ohio, and said 
thathe would not go beyond the number suggested 
by the Senator from Alabama. Mr. T. adverted 
to the printing of 30,000 copies of the report of the 
Post OfficeCommittee in 1834,which he said he voted 
against. His share of the copies, he said, was sent 

to him by mail, after he left Washington; and after 
they had remained in the post office of his town for 
some time, the postmaster begged him to take them 
away, saying that he had no room forthem. He 
then took them and disposed of them to a grocer, to 
be used as wrapping paper in his business; and the 
grocer informed him that they constituted a supply 
sufficient to last him two years. As to the portion 
that had been sent to his colleage, he had been in- 
formed by him that they had been used for wadding 
for cannon, in celebrating political victories. Now, 
he did not know but these documents, if the Se- 
nate ordered the printing of so large a num- 
ber, might be used in the same way, and 
become wadding for the cannon that shall 
celebrate Whig victories. Mr. T. then review- 
ed the report, which he considered as condemn- 
ing the former action of the Senate in relation to the 
Specie circular. 

Mr. MORRIS withdrew his motion to print 
52,000 copies, su that the question recurred on 
printing 32,000 copies, as moved by Mr. ALLEN. 

Mr. ALLEN observed, that if the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Tatitmapcae] should find any 
difficulty in disposing of his share of this docu- 
ment, he would gladly agree to borrow them from 
him, and to give him, in return, his share of the 
first good Whig report that should be printed. 
There was no danger that this document would be 
used as wadding for cannon to celebrate Whig vic- 
tories. He thought, from its force, thatit was much 
more likely to become acannon itself, and reach 
its object. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana contended that the 
printing of so great a number was unnecessary, 
as the report only embodied the arguments set 
forth in the different able speeches which had been 
delivered on the occasion, and which were already 
before the public. 


Mr. STRANGE regretted the Senator from Ohio 
had withdrawn his proposition. The document 
was one, in his opinion, of vast importance to the 
country, and could not be too liberally dissemi- 
nated. Mr. S. said the people of his State were 
crying out for information on this all absorbing 
question, and claimed for the majority the advan- 
tage of its position to disseminate all reports which, 
like this one, were based on truth and sound ar- 
gument. 

The question was then taken on printing 30,000 
copies, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 23, 
nay 19, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Morris, Mouton, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Webster, Wil- 
liams, and Young—23. . 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, King, Knight, Mc- 
Kean, Merrick, Nicholas, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, and White—19. 

On motion of Mr. HUBRARD, Mr. Cray’s reso- 
lution was taken up, and made the order of the 
day for Monday next. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said he would send an 
amendment to the Cuair, which he intended to of- 
fer when the resolution should come up, and 
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which he now asked might be printed. 
follows: 

Strike out the first clause of the resolution, and 
insert the following: “That it shall not be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to make, or to 
continue in force, any general order which shall! 
create any difference between the different branches 
of revenue, as to the funds, or medium of pay- 
ment, in which debts, or dues to the United States, 
may be paid.” 

The Senate then adjourned. 


It was as 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuourspay, May 17, 1838. 

As soon as the journal was read, 

Mr. RARIDEN rose to make the motion of 
which he had given notice last night. 

_ The CHAIR said the consideration of the mo- 
tion would regularly lie over till the expiration of 
the morning hour. 

Mr. RARIDEN asked the House to consider it 
now. 

Mr. GLASCOCK objected at first, but after- 
wards withdrew it, and Mr. CHAMBERS of Ken- 
tucky renewed the objection. 

Mr. GRIFFIN moved a suspension of the rules : 
lost, only 61 voting in the affirmative. 

The CHAIR announced the business in order to 
be the motion to print 10,060 extra copies of the 
report of the Militia Committee. 

_ Mr. RUSSELL asked leave to offer the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the fifth section of the act 
entitled “ An act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,” passed the 23d of June, 1836, as 
prohibits receiving in payment for dues to the 
Government, and disbursing the same, the bills of 
specie paying banks, which issue bills or notes of 
a less denomination than five dollars. 

And, also, so much of the second section of the 
act entitled “ An act making appropriations for the 
payment of revolutionary and other pensioners of 
the United States for the year 1836,” as prohibits 
the offering in payment, by any officer or depart- 
ment of the Government, notes or bills of specie 
paying banks, of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he must object to the inter- 
position of any other subject till the above motion 
was disposed of, which would occupy but a few 
moments. 

Mr. RUSSELL moveda suspension of the rules, 
and asked for the yeas and nays; which, being or- 
dered, were, yeas 56, nays 126, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Aycrigg, Biddle, Bond, John Cal 
hoon, William B. Campbell, Chambers, Cheatham, Childs, 
Coffin, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Davies, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Fi!lmore, 
Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Henry, Kennedy, 
Marvin, May, Maxwell, Mercer, Mitchell, Calvary Moris, 
Noyes, Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Pratt, Randolph, Ridg- 
way, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Shields, Sibley, Slade, 
Southgate, Stanly, S:one, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Lewis 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, a Yorke—56. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, John W. Allen, Ander- 
son, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Bicknell, Boon, Borden, Boul- 
din, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, William B. Cal- 
houn, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chapman, Cleve 
land, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Davee, Deberry, Dennis, Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac 
Fletcher, Foster, Fry, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glaacock, 
Goode, William Graham, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, 
Haynes, Herod, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, Ingham, T. B. 
Jackson, J. Johnson, W, C. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Kilgore, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, 
James M. Mason, Samson Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, 
Kobert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, littrueen’ 
Menefee, Milligan, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Mathias Mor- 
ris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, Pen- 
nybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Potter, Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, 
Rencher, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Sheffer, 
Augustine H. engpeed, Charles Shepard, Sheplor, Spencer, 
Stuart, Taliaferro, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwvod, 
Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert 8. White, Joho White, 
Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Sherro:l Williams, 


Jared W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Worthington, 
and Yell—126. 


So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. RUSSELL then gave notice that he shou!d 
call up this resolution to-morrow, and upon each 
successive day thereafter till it should receive the 
final action of the House. 

The motion to print 10,000 extra copies of the 
militia report was then taken up and agreed to. 
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STEAM EXPLOSIONS. 

Mr. CUSHMAN appealed to the Honse to con- 
sent to take up the bill to authorize the appoint- 
ment of persons to test the usefulness of inventions 
to prevent the explosion of steamboat boilers. 

Objection being made— 

Mr, CUSHMAN moved a general suspension 
of the rules, but varied his motion, at the sugzes- 
tion of Mr. Everrerr, for thirty minutes only; the 
motion, however, did not prevail. 

RECISION OF THE SPECIE CIRCULAR. 

Mr. BOON renewed his motion to suspend the 
rules for half an hour, to consider the resolution to 
rescind the Specie Circular. 
~ Mr. CALVARY MORRIS asked for the yeas 
and nays; but they were refused, and the motion to 
suspend was rejected. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Commit- 
tee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of A. J. 
Pickett and another. 

Also, a bill for the relief of William A. White- 
head; which was ordered to a third reading to- 
morrow. 


Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting the right of pre- 
emption to certain lots in the town of Perrysburg, 
in the State of Ohio. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Oilice and Post Roads, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill directing the Postmaster 
General to settle the claim of Hard and Longstreet. 

Mr. M. stated the nature of the claim, and that 
it was a case of pecyliar emergency, from the fact of 
the individual interested having suffered severely 
by the late conflagration in Charleston. Mr. M. 
moved that the House go into committee upon it 
at once. 

Mr. BRIGGS also made an earnest appeal to the 
House in behalf of the motion. 

Mr. LEGARE also beseeched the House to as- 
sent, as an act of mercy to the claimant, under the 
circumstances stated by Messrs. Montgomery, and 
Briaas. 

Mr. ADAMS wanted to know something more 
about it, and why the Postmaster General did not 
Settle it at once. 

Mr. THOMPSON explained from the want of 
power, and appealed to the House, as an act of 
mercy as well as justice, tc act upon the bill. 

Mr. BRIGGS again explained the nature of the 
claim, and stated that, as a case of equity, it was 
strongly recommended by the Postmaster General, 
and unanimously reported upon by the committees 
of both Honses. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD opposed it strongly, as he 
was indisposed to give this bill a preference over 
bills reported for the burning of houses in the Re- 
volutionary war. He should not consent to it, and 
moved it be made the order of the day for to- 
morrow. 

Mr. ADAMS also opposed the motion originally 
made, and the bill too, and expressed a hope that 
the last motion would prevail. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY was very certain that if 
the House had consented to his motion, the bill 
would have been disposed of before then. It was 
an extraordinary case, and he did not believe there 
would be a single vote against it. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, at this stage, moved the 
orders of the day, and the bill lies over. 

Mr. HOWARD asked the gentleman to with- 
draw the motion, in order to take up the “hard- 
ware bill.” 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that that bill was 
already on its final passage. 

The motion for the orders prevailed. 

TREASURY NOTE BILL. 

The motion of Mr. RARIDEN to reconsider the 
vote and the passage of this bill was then announc- 
-ed by the Cuair. 

Mr. RARIDEN took that occasion to explain 
that he was himself in favor of voting all neces- 
sary supplies to the Government, but differed with 
the majority of the House as to the proper mode; 
and the object of his motion was to give himself 
and his friends an opportunity of setting them- 
selves right before the country. He preferred a 
partial issue of Treasury notes, and the remainder 
to be raised by a direct loan. Mr. R. added that 
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time was of far more importance at this period of 


the session than the mode of raising means; and, 
so far from desiring to bring on a protracted de- 
bate, he would himself, should such spring up, 
vote for the previous question. He only wanted 
an opportunity far himfeif and his friends to place 
their names on the record, so that they could not be 
misunderstood. 

Mr BOON thought this measure had already 
heen debated long enough; and he, therefore, moved 
the previous question, 

Mr. RIVES propounded an inquiry of the 
Cuairn whether, if a mouon to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table’ should prevail, the bill 
would cohere with it. 

The CHAIR had given this question some atten- 
tion, and wenton toexplain substantially,we believe, 
to the following effect; that as no motion now 
could be made to Jay the bill on the table, ergo no 
collateral! motion could have that effect. 

Mr. RIVES was decidedly of that opinion, and 
therefore asked the gentleman from Indiana to 
withdraw his demand {or the previous question. 

Mr. BOON declined. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a 
eall of the House, which was ordered, and pro- 
ceeded in tllthe roll had been called through 
once; when 

Mr. CUSHING moved to dispense with it. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which being ordered, 

Mr. CUSHING withdrew the motion. 

The roll was then called through a second time, 
and twe hundred and fifteen members having an- 
swered to their names, 

Mr. CURTIS moved that it be further dispensed 
with, 

Mr CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
and as they were ordered, 

Mr. CURTISS withdrew the motion, but 

Mr. ATHERTON renewed it, and 

Mr. OWENS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 117, nays 84. 

So the further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with; and the question recurring on the de- 
mand for the previous question— 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohno inquired if the pre- 
vious question was sustained, what the main ques- 
tion would be? 

The CHAIR replied on the reconsideration. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired what would then be the 
situation of the bill? 

The CHAIR said the effect would be, if the 
House should affirm the motion to reconsider, that 
the question would then be on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. PRIGGS, Then, sir, should the motion to 
reconsider the engrossment prevail, would the bill 
be open to amendment? 

The CHAIR thought it would, if that motion 
was in order, and a motion to recommit the bill 
prevail. 

Mr. WISE. Would that motion then be in or- 
der? 

The CDUAIR said he thought it would at another 
stage. 

The House then seconded the demand for the 
previous question, the tellers reporting 119 in the 
affirmative, and on the question “Shall the main 
question be now put?” 

Mr. GRAY asked for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, were—yeas 141, nays 64. 

So the House determined that the main question 
should be now put, and thereon 

Mr. BRONSON asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were, yeas 110, nays 109; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wm. B. Cal- 
houn, J. Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, Carter, Chambers, Cheat- 
ham, Chiids, Clark, Coffia, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, Uur- 
tis, Cushing, Davies, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
R. Fietcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, J. 
Graham, W.Graham, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, 
Harper, Hasungs, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoflman, Hopkins, 
R. M. T. Ilunver, Jenifer, 1. Johnson, W.C. Johnson, Kennedy, 
Kilgore, Lineoln, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, 
Meury, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Millizan, 
Michell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Nayler, Noyes, 
Patterson, Peck, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Randelph, Reed, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Russell, 
Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Bhields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Breuart, Stone, 
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Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Under- 
wood, Albert 8. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher 
Ii. Williams, Wise, and Yor! e—110. 

NAYS—Messce. Anderson, Andrews, Atheiton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Casey, Chap- 
man, Cleveland, ana. Colea, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cush- 
man, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Edwards. Elmore, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glas- 
cock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Hub- 
ley, Wm. H. Hunter, Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
Martin, McKay, R. McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miller, Montgomery, Mvore, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Owens, 
Paimer, Parker, Parmenter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Pickens, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Richardson, 
Rives, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthing- 
ton, and Yell—109. 

The Cuair voting in the negative, the motion was 
lost. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; but subsequently withdrew the 
motion. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin asked leave to submit 
a resolution setting apart Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the 5th and 6th June, for the consideration of 
Territorial business; but it was objected to. 

Mr. DOWNING, of Florida, moved a suspension 
of the rules, which was agreed to, 121 to 52; and 
the resolution was taken up and agreed to, ayes 
119, noes 43. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, asked 
leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the Secretary of War to settle, upon 
equitable principles, the accounts of Major Thomas 
W. Harltee, late commandant of the battalion of 
South Carolina militia engaged in the Florida ser- 
vice, for articles necessary to their comfort, fur- 
nished to the troops under his command, and for 
such expenses as were incurred at the place of ren- 
dezvous, and on the march of the said troops. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

The message of the President of the United States, 
in relation to the title of the United States to the 
Territory west of the Rocky mountains, was taken 
up. 
The question pending was on the motion of Mr. 
CUSHING, to commit the same to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions te inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a post on the 
Columbia river for the defence thereof, and the 
expediency of making further provision by law 
to prevent any intermeddling by any foreign power 
with the Indians there, &c. 

Mr. CUSHING stated that this was a subject of 
great interest, which he wished might be presented 
to the people of the United States. It would lead 
into a discussion of dry details, which might not 
interest the House, but which were now most im- 
portant to be understood and spread before the 
country. It was a question which involved our re- 
lations with other powers, and our interests must 
be, at any hazard, defended. He did not fear that 
this question would bring our nation into conflict 
with any other; but, if it did, that hazard must be 
encountered, and our rights maintained. He 
should contend that we had the right to the territo- 
ry a!luded to, to the exclusion of European powers, 
by the right of discovery, for he maintained that 
the discovery of an island, carried the whole 
island, against subsequent discoveries or possession 
of other parts. If it was a discovery ofa continent, 
it would be governed by circumstances. If it was the 
discovery of a river, it not only carried the river but 
the lands that bordered thereon,and the tract of coun- 
try to its sources. He assumed these principles to 
be true, because they had always been insisted 
upon by our country as a part of international 
law. 

IIe said we hada right, by discovery, because 
the first discovery and exploration was made by 
Captain Robert Gray, of Massachusetts, who sail- 
ed there in the brig Columbia, and was the first 
person who visited Columbia river, which he 
named, after the name of his vessel, the Columbia 
river. ‘This first exploration was followed by the 
exploration of Lewis and Clarke, which was com- 


plete from the source to the mouth of the same 
river; and that again was followed by the settle. 
mentof John Jacob Astor. Vancouver's discovery, 
upon which the English found a right, was subse. 
quent to that of Capt.Gray, and he visited the mouth 
of the river, as he had stated, in consequence of in- 
formation given him by Captain Gray. The occu- 
pancy of the territory, projected by John Jacoh 
Astor in an enlightened spirit, and with the forecast 
which distinguishes an enterprising merchant, was 
made in 1805, still previons to the occupancy of 
any other power; though not under the patronage, 
yet under the encouragement of the Government 
of the United States. If that possession had been 
persisted in, it would now have precluded any fo- 
reign nation; but the war of 1812 ensued, and 
broke up the establishment; and the whole of Mr. 
Astor’s great property there was sacrificed by his 
treacherous agent, McDougal, who, by collusion 
with the Northwest Trading Company of Montreal, 
conveyed the property to them, and became a part- 
ner in their concern. 

The matter remained thus, till the close of the 
war, when it was settled by treaty, that the United 
States should be restored to any possession they 
had before had to any lands west of the Mississippi 
before the war; and in consequence of that treaty, 
the sloop of war Rapid was sent rouad to take 
down the flag of St. George, and restore that of 
the United States upon the Columbia river, yield- 
ing the command of the territory to Commodore 
Biddle. This was, however, merely a political 
possession, the actual possession still remaining in 
the hands of the northwest company, and so re- 
maining to the present day. Mr. C. maintained, 
that the territory was in our country by the first 
discovery, and by treaty, and that the right was 
entire and perfect. We held by treaty the right of 
the only two European powers, which pretended 
even to have had aclaim, besides Great Britain, 
which were Spain and France. 

Hernando Cortez had made a discovery which 
was anterior to that of the English, and he gave the 
river the name of Oregon, which it still bears. The 
English pretended also to claim, under a discovery 
by Sir Francis Drake, a notorious pirate, who sail- 
ed under his own black flag, and who had been 
ennobled by England, in consequence solely of his 
atrocious feats of piracy; but, without questioning 
whether a discovery by a pirate would acquire a 
right to the soil, Mr. C. said that, as Drake only 
visited the coast for the purpose of plunder, his 
Jandings were only made on parts settled by Spain; 
and he did notgo farther Nerth than the coast now 
admitted to be within the boundary of New Cali- 
fornia, which was south of latitude 42°, the 
Southern boundary of our claim. But what- 
ever right Spain might have had, had been ac- 
quired by our Government, by the treaty for the 
cession of Florida, which was a mutual ces- 
sion of territory, and not a mere adjustment of 
claims. The United States had ceded all right to 
Jands south of a certain boundary, and Spain ceded 
to us all right to lands in Florida, and west of the 
Mississippi, so that by the Spanish title, which 
was antecedent to the English, we had a perfect 
right to the territory. 


The only other nation that had pretended to have 
a title was France, which, by an extension of ter- 
ritory, in consequence of the discovery and pos- 
session of Louisiana, and in conseqnence of the 
principle that the discovery or pessession of the 
source of a river carried a title to the mouth, 
might have set up a claim, had conveyed and 
ceded whatever right or claim might have existed 
to the United States by the treaty of cession of 
Louisiana. 

But Great Britain was precluded also by our 
treaty of 1763 with that nation, in which they 
ceded and relinquished all right to lands west of 
the Mississippi, south of the parallel of 49°; and by 
a treaty with Russia, it was agreed that they would 
make no settlement south of the 54th degree, and 
we agreed to make none north of that parallel, so 
that by the treaty with Russia, and by the construc- 
tion of the principle that the discovery of the mouth 
or river gave a right to all the territory to its source, 
the title was complete to the 54th degree of lati- 
tude, 
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But Great Britain did not now set upa title to 

the territory as an original claim, but pretended 
that it was disputed territory, to which no nation 
had atitle,and which was to be determined by such 
European nations as had any pretension to it, and by 
compromise or war. He considered the occupation 
of that territory by Great Britain now, by military 
posts, as in violation of national law, andin viola- 
tion of an express stipulation, by which they had 
agreed not to occupy any portion of it; and he 
compared it to their encroachments upon the terri- 
tory of Maine, unjust and clandestine, as he would 
show hereafter. But before proceeding, he would 
appeal te an individual present [Mr. Apams] who 
was a living record of the dipomatic history of the 
country, if had not truly and correctly stated the 
facts and treaties, so far as they related to the 
right of foreign nations to this territory; and if he 
was not right, he wished to be corrected on the 
spot. 
. ADAMS said that he believed his colleague 
was perfectly right in his facts, as far as he recol- 
lected, but there might be differences of opinion 
upon the principles, and he was not prepared to 
concede that the discovery of a part of an island 
carried the whole island. He referred to the grant 
of all undiscovered lards made by Pope Alexander 
to Spain and Portugal, and went at length into the 
history of various European controversies respect- 
ing titles to this continent; after which he spoke of 
varios discoveries, such as the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, Lake Ontario, and the Texas lands, upon 
which he spoke at length. He also referred to the 
signing of the Florida treaty,and spoke of the question 
of veracity raised between himself and President 
Jackson, two years since, upon the subject of the 
Mexican boundary, stating that he had placed in 
the hands of President Van Buren, evidence that he 
(Mr. Apams] was correct in his statements upon 
that subject. 

Mr. CUSHING then resumed; but after pro- 
ceeding a few minutes, gave way to 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuvrspay, May 17, 1838. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of a Jarge 
number of merchants of the city of New York, 
praying that a drawback may be allowed on 
foreign coal imported for the use of steam ships. 

Mr. WRIGHT also presented the-petition of 
General Ezra » praying relief from a suit 
instituted against him by the United States: refer- 
red to the Committee op Finance. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which the subject had been referred by a 
resolution of the Senaie, reported a bill to establish 
an additional land office in Louisiana; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Also, a bill for the relief of the heirs of James 
Latham; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, asking a grant of land for 
the benefit of that institution: granted. 

Also, from the petition of the trustees of —— 
College, Mississippi, asking a grant for the same 
purpose: granted. 

Also, from the memorial of certain citizens of 
Boone county, Iilinois, praying a grant of land for 
the benefit of Bellevue College: granted. 

BANKS OF THE DISTRICT. 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the following reso- 
lution submitted by him, on Tuesday last, was 
taken up: 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia procure and report to the Senate state- 
ments of the condition of the several banks in the 
District of Columbia that have applied foran ex- 
tension of their charters, in regard to the following 
particulars: 

1. The names of the officers and directors of the 
banks, the amount of stock owned by each, and 
the debts due from each to the banks respectively, 
discriminating between the executive, legislative, 
and judicial officers of the Government among 
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them, and also between residents and non-resi- 
dents. 

2. The stockholders of the banks respectively, 
the amount of stock owned by each, and of debts 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

3. The debtors to the banks respectively, and 
the amount due from each, discriminating as 
above. 

4. The number of suits that the banks respec- 
tively have instituted against their debtors since the 
suspension of specie payments, and the amount 
due from each, discriminating as above. 

Mr. ROANE expressed a very earnest desire to 
have some decision on the District bank bill. 
To wait until the information sought for by the 
resolution was obtained, would be, in his opinion, 
to create unnecessary delay ; and as much of the 
information sought for by the mover was already 
in possession of the public, and the other portion 
useless for any practical purpose, he should feel 
nimself constrained to move that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN said he presumed the motion of 
the gentleman from Virginia precluded debate; he 
would therefore have to content himself with ask- 
ing for the yeas and nays on the motion, intimat- 
ing his intention, if the resolution was strangled in 
its incipiency, to take occasion to offer his views in 
some stage of the discussion on the bill. 

The question having been taken, was decided in 
the negative—yeas 17, nays 18, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, Merrick, 
Preston, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith 
of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, and Young 
—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, King, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Niles, Norvell, Ro- 
binson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, 
and Wright—18. 

Mr. ALLEN then said it was not his intention 
to enter into any discussion of the merits of the 
question at that time, but merely to respond to an 
observation of the honorale Chairman, who had 
asserted that much of the information sought for by 
the resolution, was already in possession of the 
Senate. If such were the fact, he was not aware 
of it. Mr. A. thought it was an anomaly in Ame- 
rican legislation to undertake to charter a whole 
forest of banks while they were acting in 
open violation of the public law of the land, 
and to seek to dv it without any _ investiga- 
tion into their present condition or prior con- 
duct. Congress was asked to set a moral exam- 
ple, by rewarding the violatorsof the law, for such in 
fact would be the consequence of a renewal of these 
charters for twenty years on the terms set forth in 
the bill. When Congress proposed to inquire into 
the conduct of these institutions on prior occasions, 
we were told that wasa matter entirely immate- 
rial; “that the people of this district demanded 
their recharter.” If this were so, where were the 
petitions to that effect? It had been stated that 
these banks were indispensable to the business 
concerns of this district, to the wants of 
the people, and when a resolution was offered 
inquiring into the facts, it was sought to be stran- 
gled in its birth, Mr. A. wished to see whether 
these banks were for the benefit of the District of 
Columbia, or for the people of other States and 
Territories. He had been told the people here were 
the smallest participants. It was said there were 
more poverty and want in these ten miles square 
than in any partof thiscountry. [If so, how hap- 
paned it to be where there are the greatest 
number of these banks? It had been said 
that we propose an inquiry into the private 
affairs of the banks! These institutions were 
emanations from public law, and the people 
had a right to know all that related to them. When 
they were asking for their charters they were pub- 
lic institutions; but when once granted, they could 
the very next day take shelter under the sanctity of 
private concerns. He denied the right of public 
institutions to have any private transactions, 
which might not be brought to light. Mr. A. was 
ignorant that the information he sought could affect 
public men; but if it did, he could not help that. 
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He did not know a public man that owed the 
first dollar to any bank in the country. His ob- 
ject was to guard the whole community, by throw- 
ing round these institutions proper guards and 
proper restraints; and he, for one, was desirous of 
separating the Government in toto from all banks 
and banking connection; and he was prompted to 
this by the most solemn considerations that it would 
be for the benefit of the country. 

Mr. A. then went into the subject at some 
length, to show that on another occasion a resolt- 
tion had passed the Senate making inquiry into 
the conduct of a public man in connection with 
banks, (a late Secretary of the Treasury,) which 
had been passed without a dissenting voice. Mr. 
A. alluded to Mr. Taney, and the triumphant 
manner in which that pure, but persecuted, states- 
man had vindicated his public and private conduct 
from all aspersion. 

Mr. A. read from the minutes of the Bank of the 
Metropolis a resolution which had passed the 
board, at which a judge of the Supreme Court was 
a director, declaring all transactions of the board 
confidential on the part of the directors and officers 
of the bank. Here, then, was a bank with a high 
public functionary in its direction, passing a by-law 
to secrete their transactions from the public eye; 
and was this to be tolerated, the people to remain 
in ignorance, and at last, in all probability, made 
to suffer losses from the very acts of the institution? 

Mr. A. cited also the stoppage of the Bank of 
Washington on acertain occasion when a draft 
had been presented for 20,000 dollars, during the 
prior panic, and commented, with much severity, 
on the business. He concluded by expressing a 
hope that there would be no objection to the pas- 
sage of the resolution, and maintained there was 
sufficient justification to be found in the very doca- 
ment he had quoted, which had been signed by the 
President of the Bank of the Metropolis. 

Mr. SEVIER observed that for the last eight or 
ten years, no subject in this country, as far as his 
knowledge extended, had been so fully exhausted 
in the way of argument, by politicians and by 
every party man in the country, as that of banks 
and their abuses. He thought the Senate would 
bear him witness, that for that length of ume the 
public had been treated with hardly any thing 
else. After arraigning, trying, and almost hang- 
ing like a felon the Bank of the United States, 
certain politicians were now entering into a crusade 
against the State banks. They had been told the 
other day that they must make the little banks of 
this District models for the State instituuons. Yes, 
said Mr. S. we are to set ourselves up as examples 
for our masters. We are too apt in this hall, he 
continued, to be looking down with contempt upon 
what is dene in the States, and to chalk out 
what we deem the right course for them. Some 
States might be tame enough to submit to this; 
but there was one gallant little State that 
would spurn at any such dictation; and would 
not condescend to take advice from this quarter oa 
matters relating to her own interests We may, 
said Mr. S. go on attacking the banking institutions 
in this way, and what will be the consequence? 
Just the disasters of the Jasttwo years. It was time 
for them to be considering what they were doing, 
or they might expect a repetition of the treatment 
they had already received. He was for fostering 
these institutions, instead of persecuting them. 
The resolution of the Senator from Ohio, under 
consideration, asked for the private accounts of in- 
dividuals with these banks, and there had been 
much talk about members of Congress borrowing 
money from them. Did the Senator allege that 
any body here was bribed? If so, Jet him point out 
the man, and try him upon a special warrant, 
and not by general accusation. 

Did the gentleman from Ohio suppose there was 
any thing wrong in borrowing money? Why his 
own State did it, he himself saw her agents the 
other day in New York, trying to raise a loan, 
and he was jostled by them in Wall street, when 
he went there on thesame business. Yes, sir, said 
he, they went to borrow money from the titled 
aristocrats of Europe--from the Barings and 
Rothschilds. The gentleman seemed to think that 
no man would vote for a bank without getting 
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money for it. Did he believe that there was no 
such thing as patriotism? There were many men 
in favor of banks, who did not want to borrow 
money, and there were others opposed to them who 
did borrow money. Bat of the class opposed to 
the banks, he had the most respect for those whose 
opposition was based on constitutional grounds. 

After some further remarks in opposition to the 
resolution, Mr. S. expressed the opinion that the 
best way of disposing of it would be to lay it on 
the table. 

Mr. HUBBARD spoke at length in opposition 
to the resolution. He inquired if the object of the 
Senator from Ohio, was to ascertain the number of 
public men that had accommodations in these 
banks, and to draw an inference therefrom, that 
they could not with propriety vote for their rechar- 
ter. Mr. H. could not conceive that such an exhi- 
bit would do any good, and might be produc- 
tive of embarrassment to individuals. It could 
make no difference to debtors, whether the 
banks were rechartered or not—if they were, 
they would still have their debts to pay; and if 
they were not, they could not be relieved from 
tuem. The recharter of these banks were asked 
for by the people of this District, to whom he 
thought some consideration was due. He presumed 
the banks were so managed by their directors as to 
insure the best interests of those institutions. Mr. 
Hi. avowed his wish to separate the Government 
from all connection with banks, and would go all 
length with the Senator from Ohio to effect so de- 
sirable an object. 

Mr. ROANE begged leave to explain that his 
object in moving to lay the resolution on the table, 
was simply to avoid debate that they might proceed 
at once to the bill to charter the District banks. 
His opinion was that the information sought for by 
the resolution was not necessary to enable the 
Senate to form a correct judgment on the merits 
of the bill; and he deprecated the attempt to 
bring to light the private affairs of individuals. 
Bat, said he, let the information come: “my with- 
ers are unwrung;” he did not owe a dollar to one 
of these District banks, and if he did it would not 
prevent him from voting judiciously and honestly 
with regard to them all. Mr. R. did not consider 
that the passage of the bill woald be rewarding 
these banks for rebelling against the laws, as the 
Senator trom Ohio intimated. What, said he, 
reward them with charters on harder conditions 
than were ever imposed on a bank in any quarter 
of the United States? 

After some further remarks from Messrs. CLAY 
and ALLEN— 

Mr. TIPTON moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, for the purpose of ending the debate, and pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the bill to recharter 
the District banks. 

This motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
31, nays 10, as follows: 

YEAS—Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Strange, Swilt, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trower, Web- 
ster and Young—31. 

NAYS—Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Lump- 
kin, McKean, Niles, Robinson, Smith of Connecti- 
cutand Wricht—10. 

Phe Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bil) to continue the corporate existence of the 
banks in the District of Columbia. The question 
being on the amendment of Mr. BUCHANAN, 
already given— 

Mr. BENTON rose and observed that since the 
publication of his remarks on this bili, in which he 
had quoted some of the tesumony given before the 
committee of the House of Representatives, rela- 
tive to the transactions of District banks, he had 
been called on by Mr. Raphael Semmes, a director 
of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank of George- 
town, there referred to, and that Mr. Semmes had 
pormted out to him im a subsequent part of the 
report, which had escaped his notes, some addi- 
tional testimony given by Mr. Prout, the broker, 
in which that gentleman states that he was mista- 
ken in having said that Mr. Semmes was one of 
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the directors to whom he had sold notes and stock; 
that on after reflection, he was satisfied that he had 
made no such sales to Mr. Semmes. 

Mr. B. said he had also been called on by Mr. 
William Jewell, of Georgetown, whose testimony 
he had quoted in the same speech, and that Mr. 
Jewell had produced a certiticate from the cashier 
of the Farmers and Mechanics Bank, stating that 
he was not a director of that bank at the time he 
purchased the $15,000 of stock from the widow, 
but that he was a director at the time he gave the 
testimony. Mr. B. said that in justice to these 
gentlemen he made this explanation at the earliest 
opportunity. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BUCHA- 
NAN, CUTHBERT, CRITTENDEN, DAVIS, 
and LIUBBARD, the question was taken on Mr. 
Bucuanan’s amendment; and it was rejected—yeas 
19, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, Grundy, 
King, Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
and Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messis. Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Hubbard, Knight, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Swilt, Tallmadge, Tipton, and Webster—21. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the word “fourth,” and inserting 
“third,” in the fifth line of the twenty-ninth section; 
the effect of which is to require the banks to keep 
on hand an amount of coin equal to one third (in- 
stead of one fourth) of their circulation; which 
amendment was adopted—ayes 32, nays 10, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, 
Cuthbert, Davis, Falton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick, Morris, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, 
Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Swift, 
Trotter, Webster, Wright, and Young—32. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Roane, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, 
Spence, Tallmadge, and Tipton—10. 

Mr. NILES moved a further amendment, by 
striking out in the same section, all after the word 
“circulation,” and inserting, ‘and should the amount 
in any one quarter fall short of that proportion, 
the president and directors for the time being shall 
be responsible in their individual capacities to all 
the bill-holders and depositors; and in case of in- 
ability of said corporation, or expiration of its 
charter, or in case its charter shall be annulled, the 
said president and directors shall be liable ia their 
individual capacities to each and every creditor of 
said corporation.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. GRUNDY, 
NILES, TALLMADGE, CLAY, KING, HUB.- 
BARD, and ROANE, the bill was Jaid over infor- 
mally; and 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the bill to au- 
thorize the issuing of Treasury notes to meet the 
current expenses of the Government, reported the 
same without amendment, and gave notice that he 
should call it up to-morrow, immediately after 
reading the journal, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Mav 18, 1838. 

Mr. HENRY, on leave, presented the petition of 
William McMellen,who wasa lieutenantin the Re- 
volulionary war, by his daughter and only child, 
Margaret Patterson, praying commutation in con- 
sequence of his services to the end of the war, in 
pursuance of the resolutions and acts of Congress 
in favor of Revolutionary officers; and also 
the documents in relation to the services of 
said Lieutenant McMellen, on the files of this 
House, report No. 147 of January 10th, 1832; and 
on motion, all referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lationary Claims. , 

Mr. RUSSELL renewed his application to the 
House to the resolution presented by him yesterday. 

Objection being made, 





Mr. R. moved a suspension of the rules. 
Mr. HUNTER of Ohio asked for the yeas anj 
nays; which were ordered. 

r. WHITTLESEY of Ohio solicited Mr. Rys. 
SELL to withdraw his motion, and permit the com. 
mittees to report. 

Mr. RUSSEL would do so for the present, but he 
should-call it up the first opportunity, without ep. 
croaching upon the privileges of the House. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. BELL, on leave, presented three severa| 
communications from the Secretary of War: 1. 4 
memorial of the Creek Indians, for compensation 
for losses suffered in their emigration west: 2. 4 
similar one from the Choctaws: 3. A memoria! 
from Major Graham, for Seminole losses. 

The consideration of Senate bill for the relief of 
Hard and Longstieet was resumed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD had moved its regular coin- 
mitment. 

Mr. BRIGGS appealed to the gentleman to with- 
draw that motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOCD had no objection to the 
claim, but was disinclined to give it a preference 
over numerous others equally meritorious. 

Mr. ELMORE explained the circumstances of 
the claim, and made an earnest appeal to the 
House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD’S motion was cisagreed to, 
the bill was committed for this day, and, on mvtion 
of Mr. Montgomery, the House went into com- 
mittee thereon, (Mr. Booy in the chair,) and was 
so amended, on motion of Mr. Wairt.esey, as to 
provide that the amount found due to the claimants 
should be paid out of the funds of the Post Odice 
Department. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House; and the amendment being concurred 
in, the bill was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
James Cox. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, to which was 
referred the petition and papers of Clark Allen for 
compensation for horses and other property de- 
stroyed in the military service of the United Siates, 
reported the following resolution; which was con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Clark Allen, and that the same be referred 
to the Third Auditor of the Treasury for settle- 
ment, under the act of January 18, 1836. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill further to provide for the 
relief of distressed American seamen in foreign 
countries. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill to provide for 
the payment of certain judgments which have been 
or may be obtained against the State of Virginia. 

Mr. U. from the same committee, made an unfa- 
vorable report on the petition of the heirs of John 
Mountjoy, praying a pension: laid on the table. 

Mr. U. trom same committee, reported uniavo- 
rably on the petition of the heirs ot William Ste- 
venson, praying commutation pay; also, on the 
petition of Elisha Adair, praying indemnity for oss- 
es by continental money; which were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, 
reported, with an amendment, Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Robert Whiie. 

Mr. T. also reported a bill for the relief of the 
heirs of James Hackett. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported unfavorably on 
the petition of Ebenezer Lester, praying compensa- 
tion for labor performed during the Revolutionary 
war: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. A. H. SHEPHERD, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims, reported unfavorably 
on the petition of the heirs of James Emmett, for 
compensation for loss of team during the Revolu- 
tionary war: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
unfavorably on the petitien of James Moore, pray- 
ing comgrennins for loss of wagon and team dur- 
ing the Revolutionary war: laid on the table. 








Mr. S. also reported unfavorably on the petition 
of Lucy Williamson, praying commutation on ac- 
count of Revolutionary services of her father: laid 
on the table. 

Mr. POTTER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tion Claims, reported unfavorably on the petition 
of the heirs of Gov. Rice of Virginia, for commu- 
tation pay: laid on the table. 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina, from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, reported unfavorably 
on the petition of William Smith, praying indem- 
nity for slaves taken by the Indians in Georgia: 
laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the resolution 
of the House of April 16, proposing to confine the 
instruction in the military academy at West Point 
to the elements and practice of civil and military 
engineering: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee reported 
unfavorably on the petition of A. M. Caldwell, 
praying compensation as ensign in the service of 
the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. McKAY, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the resolution of the House 
proposing to erect an arsenal in Lincoln county, 
North Carolina: laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. McKAY also reported unfavorably on the 
petition of the Missouri Light Artillery Company : 
laid on the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of James Leslie, praying a pension for services 
rendered the United States: laid on the table. 

Mr. TAYLOR, en leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of repealing so much of the act entitled an act for 
the relief of certain pensioners therein named, 
passed the 2d of March, 1833, as grants a pension 
to Jesse Cunningham. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, reported a bill to establish a 
pension agency at McMinville, in the State of Ten- 
nessee; which was read twice, and ordered to a 
third reading to-morrow. 

PENSION AGENCY AT MONTPELIER, VERMONT. 

Mr. M. also reported, without amendment, Se- 
nate bill to establish a pension agency at Montpe- 
lier, in the State of Vermont, 

Mr. M. also moved that il be put on its passage. 

Mr. ALLEN of Vermont moved that it be com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Vermont, inquired if it 
was necessary to commit this bill? 

The CHAIR replied that it was not, but the 
House might commit it if it saw fit. 

Mr. FLETCHER wished his colleague then to 
State the reasons fur his motion. The bill, it would 
be seen, provided that the agency should be esta- 
blished on the first of June, but, if the gentleman’s 
motion should prevail, the bill could not be reach- 
ed till long after that day. If his colleague was 
opposed to the bill, let him say so at once, and not 
seek to kill it in this indirect mode. 

Mr. ALLEN said that he wished to examine 
into the facts of the bill, and the extent of it, for he 
thought there were other portions of the State that 
could be selected far more advantageous than 
Montpelier, say Burlington or Windsor. 

He had a further cbjection to the bill. There 
was no need of passing a distinct measure for the 
establishment of a pension agency at a particular 
point, for there was a law in force conferring the 
power upon the Secretary of War, or the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, whenever they deemed it expe- 
dient, and they were the proper persons in whom 
such a duty should be reposed. 

Mr. FLETCHER would ask then why it was 
that all these matters were not left to those officers? 
It would be seen that the House had but this mo- 
ment ordered a similar bill, applying to another 
State, to a third reading, and had passed some two 
or three during the present session. Mr. F. then 
went to describe the inconveniences now felt by the 
pensioners in that part of Vermont proposed to be 
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accommodated by this bill, many of whom had 
actually to pass through Montpelier if they received 
their pensions in person, or to employ agents for 
that purpose at considerable expense. To be sure, 
his colleague resided at Burlington, but then Mr. 
F. did not reside at Montpelier, and he only advo- 
cated the general interest of that whole section of 
country which wanted this accommodation. Mr. 
F. also put some questions to his colleague as to 
whether certain portions of the State would not be 
better accommodated by the agency at Montpelier 
than at Burlington or Windsor, and added that he 
objected to the commitment of the bill, because it 
would have the effect of giving it its death blow. 

Mr: ALLEN replied that the facts about which 
his colleague had inquired were those which Mr. 
A. wished to examine into forhimself, and though it 
might be done in the House, he thought the Com- 
mittee of the Whole the more fitting place to go 
into them. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD wished to propound ano- 
ther inquiry to the chairman of the Revolutionary 
Pension Committee. A year ago, Mr. U. had 
made an application both to the Secretary of War 
and to the Commissioner of Pensions, for the esta- 
blishment of a pension agency in the southern 
part of Kentucky, without expense, but he was 
unsuccessful. Now, the pensioners in that section 
of country had to travel from one to two and three 
hundred miles to get their pensions, and he could 
get no relief for them under the general law, if there 
was one; notwithstanding which he saw there from 
time to time these little bills passing tc accommo- 
date other States, like Vermont, which were not 
one third the size of Kentucky. The question he 
wished to propound to the chairman of the commit- 
tee was, how these things were to be managed so 
that his [Mr. U’s] constituents might be benefitted 
by the information? 

Mr. MORGAN replied that he was not aware 
that any instructions had been given to the commit- 
tee, either by the gentleman himself, or by any other 
member from Kentucky, to that effect; but if any 
should come before the committee, he could assure 
the gentleman that it would receive its early atten- 
tion; and they would report upon it as speedily as 
possible. 

Mr. FLETCHER then called for the reading of 
a decument from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
which turned out to be adverse to the establishment 
of an agency at Montpelier. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio complained that 
these bills contained no safeguards against an im- 
proper use of the public money; a subject of itself 
of so much importance, that it merited further in- 
vestigation; and he wished an opportunity of dis- 
cussing both bills. 

The CHAIR remarked that the other bill was 

assed. 

Mr. ALLEN’S motion in reference to this bill 
prevailed, and it was committed. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings, reported a bill making appro- 
priations for repairs and improvements on certain 
buildings and grounds, and for other purposes. 

Mr. SERGEANT inquired of the gentleman 
when he proposed to call up the bill in relation to 
the new Treasury building. He was induced to 
do so on account of the distressed condition of the 
operatives on the building, who were understood 
to have been discharged without any certain pros- 
pect of their speedy re-engagement. 

Mr. LINCOLN replied that, as soon as this bill 
was committed, he should report a resolution to 
take that subjectup. Mr. L. took that opportuni- 
ty to state that the bill referred to by the gentleman 
was in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; but, since it was Jast under discussion, the 
President of the United States had put the whole 
subject in commission, under the superintendence 
of the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury. The Commit- 
tee on the Public Buildings had received a commu- 
nication from these gentlemen requesting informa- 
tion, to which the committee were obliged to re- 
spond, that they had no other means of informa- 
tion than was possessed by the Commissioners 
themselves. . Mr, L, stated that there was a great 
number of laborers and artisans who would be dis- 
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charged from employment in this city, many of 
whom had large families dependent upon them for 
support and daily bread, and consequently great 
distress would result, unless this subject was early 
acted upon. In view of this the committee had in- 
structed him to report the resolution he should pre- 
sently introdace. 

The above bill was then read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. LINCOLN then reported a resolution pro- 
posing that the House go into commitiee at 12 
o’clock to-day on the bill to provide for the re- 
moval of the wallsof the new Treasury Building, 
and for the erection of a fire-proof building for the 
Post Office Department. 

The SPEAKER said he felt it his duty to notify 
the House that he had had in his possession, for 
several days, a memorial from persons who had 
been employed on this building, but had had no 
opportunity of presenting it. 

Mr. SERGEANT hoped the House would con- 
sent to its presentation at that time. 

Mr. YELL objected, and demanded the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution, which 
were ordered, and were, ayes 70, noes 99; so the 
resolution was rejected. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to 
regulate the postage on letters, and for other pur- 

oses. 

Mr. HALL, on leave, presented an amendment 
he gave notice he should move, when the bill came 
up for consideration. 

The morning business being disposed of, the 
Cuaik announced the private orders. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said with $600,000 worth 
of protesied drafts upon the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment, now under protest, he mustask the House 
to go on with the public business. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio hoped the geatle- 
man would not insist upon any motion to that el- 
fect, as it was several weeks since the private ca- 
lendar had been touched. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG was compelled to do so 
under the circumstances he had stated. 

Mr. BOON, on leave, made a statement. He 
said that, at the request of several gentlemen who 
wished to vote on the resolution offered by him 
some days since, he should not submit it again to- 
day, but gave notice that he should do so to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then submitted his motion 
to proceed with the public business; but it was 
disagreed to. 

Mr. C. then gave notice that he should, on Mon- 
day, after the presentation of petitions, move the 
House to take up the public business. 

The private orders were then taken. 

The Senate bill to authorize the Commissioner 
of Patents to issue a patent to Angier March Per- 
kins and John Howard Kyan was resumed, the 
question being on its third reading, 

The bill was discussed at great length by Messrs. 
LEGARE, CUSHING, MERCER, MENEFEE, 
HOWARD, TOLLAND, TAYLOR, CRAIG, 
SERGEANT, CAMBRELENG, TOUCEY, 
WHITTLESEY, ROBERTSON, and FLETCH- 
ER of Vermont. 

After which, on mo.ion of Mr. TAYLOR of 
New York, the bill was recommitted to the commit- 
tee which reported it, with instructions to report 
the reasons on which the report was founded. 

The House then went into a Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Atnerron in the chair, for the consi- 
deration of private bills; when the following bills 
were taken up and considered: 

A bill for the relief of the administrator of Whar- 
ton Quarles, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of John Barnes. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Car- 
ter. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Wil- 
liam T. Smith. , 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Tho- 
mas Sumpter. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Tho- 
mas Jett. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of James Madi- 
son. 
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A bill for the relief of the children of Col. Henry 
Irwin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Col. Richard 
Campbell. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Chilton, 
deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas H. 
Boyles. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Mc 
Clellan. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joshua Fan- 
ning, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Cap- 
tain Charles Snead, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Da- 
niel Williams. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Wm. 
Hooker Smith, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
George Gibson, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Crawford Johnson. 

A bill for the relief of the heirsof Wm. B_ Bunt- 
ing, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Ti- 
mothy Feely. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Dr. 
Wm. Jchonnet. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
Francis Vigo. 


A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. | 


Anthony Walton White. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
Willis Reddick. 

A bill for 
Vauter. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
B. Ashe. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of John 
Jordan. 

A bill for the celief of the representatives of Na- 
thaniel Irish. 

A bill for the rel'ef of James Witherell. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Samuel! Jones. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Nourse. 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, and 
others. 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Nathaniel Tracy, and representatives of Thomas 
Gordon. 

The committee then rose and reported. 

The bills for the relief of James Witherall, for 
the relief of the representatives of John Jordan, and 
the relief of the administrator of Wharton Quarles 
deceased, were reported without amendment, and 
severally ordered to a third reading. 

On the bills for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard, 
of Joseph Nourse, for the relief of the representa- 
tives of Colonel William Reddick, and for the relief 
of Nathaniel Tracy, the committee had leave to sit 
again. 

The remainder were reported severally, with an 
amendment to each, striking out the allowance for 
commutation interest pro forma, in order to settle the 
principle in the House, as before, and were all 
postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. KILGORE, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from North 
Union, via Leavittt, Dallas to Waynesburg, Ohio. 

On motion, at 5 o’clock, p. m. 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Fripay, May 18, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill from the 
House to authorize the issuing of Treasury notes, 
to meet the current expenses of the Government 

Mr. CLAY of Ky. observed that this bill came 
to the Senate yesterday after 12 o'clock, referred 
to the Committee of Finance, and reported back 
by them in the course of the afternoon. He want- 
ed to inquire of the chairman of the committee 
whether they had authority from the Senate to 
meet while the Senate was in session. He was 
aware that it had been the custom of the standing 
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committees of this body to act on bills that were 
not deemed of any great importance during the 
Senate’s hours of business, but he thought that a 
bill of the importance like this ought to be examin- 
ed in a different manner. 

Mr. WRIGHT would answer the Senator by 
saying that no authority was given by the Senate to 
the committee to meet during the session of that 
day, nor did any member of the committee leave 
the chamber to his knowledge. The bill was sub- 
mitted to each member of the committee in his 
place, three of whom concurred with him in favor 
of, and in reporting, the bill without amendment; 
the others, authorizing the report, though dissent- 
ing from the bill. This was the action of the com- 
mittee as far as he knew. Whether it was irregu- 
lar or not, he did not know, but it had been ire- 
quently practised in that body, particularly with 
regard to appropriation bills. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he did not expect to be 
called on to vote for the engrossment of this bill 
atsoearly a period after its reception from the 
other branch. Scarcely twenty-four hours had 
elapsed, and yet the question on ordering the bill to 
its third reading was called for. Before he gave 
his vote, he proposed to say a few words in rela- 
tion to the subject. He begged leave to disclaim 
any disposition to thwart the measures necessary to 
carry on the Government, and desired that it might 
be distinctly understood that he wished the Govern- 
ment aided in carrying on all the great works of 
internal improvement, such as roads, harbors, etc. 
in which it was engaged. Mr. W. was of opinion, 
however, that there were cther modes of raising 
means that might be resorted to less objectionable 
than that proposed by the bill before them. Atthe last 
extra session he had voted for the issue of ten mil- 
lions in Treasury notes, and he did not regret it, 
because, at that time, he considered it necessary to 
provide present relief. Congress had been called 
together by the President in a case of great and ex- 
traordinary emergency; and yet some of the most 
distinguished friends of the Administration had 
avowed their determination never to vote for ano- 
ther issue of these notes. One great objection he 
had to this money was, that it was continually fall- 
ing below par, and the Government, therefore, 
instead of paying its agents and public servants if 
the constitutional currency of the country, would be 
paying them in depreciated paper. Another objection 
presented itself to his mind; which was, that it was 
bad policy to get into the habit of raising money by 
such means. There was now no exigency, no very 
particular emergency; at all events, it had not been 
made to appear that there was an emergency to 
justify such a step. Congress had already been in 
session five good months, and yet we had heard 
nothing of such a crisis in the affairs of the Trea- 
sury. In fact, there could be no crisis now which 
a vigilant, systematic, and prudent, officer would 
not have earlier foreseen. Mr. W. contended that 
the bill was defective, inasmuch as it did not re- 
new the penalties, and neither did it impose the 
same duties on collectors, &c. as in the former bill; 
and he contended that if the money were so much 
wanted, the proper mode to raise it would be by 
loan, and not by the issue of paper money, which 
would act with inequality, inasmuch as it fluctu- 
ated in value. He was against the practice of 
paying paper money by the Government. It was 
not a legal tender; and the report made by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance the other 
day against paper, contained, also, unanswerable 
arguments against the adoption of this bill; and, so 
far as he was concerned, he could have wished 
thirty thousand copies more had been printed. Mr. 
W. said that unless the money was offered in one 
hand, and the paper in the other, these notes were, 
to all intents and purposes, a forced payment. 
Mr. W. moved to amend the bill by limiting the 
issue to two millions of dollars, to meet such bills 
as might be immediately due. 

Mr. WRIGHT observed that he should endea- 
vor, so far as was in his power, to discharge what 
was his duty in regard to this bill, without pro- 
tracting debate. 

Still some portion of the remarks of the Senator 
from Massachusetis seemed entitled to some at- 
tenon. One was his commendation of the sound 





and valuable principle of paying the public credj. 
tor in what was equivalent to specie, and he was 
gratified to find that the Senator would go with him 
in favor of the principle that was not less valuable, 
that of preserving the faith of the Government, 
The report of his [Mr. W.] to which the Senator 
alluded, was an argument to show that it was 
highly improper for this Government to make ten. 
der in payment of its debts of the paper of local 
corporations; and he confessed that to some extent 
that argument might be applied to paper issued up. 
on the authority, faith, and credit of the Govern. 
ment itself. He was among that class, who, if it 
were not necessary for the operations of the 
Treasury itself, would not adopt even that 
expedient. So much for that. Then the 
gentleman would ask him, why did he urge 
this bill? He answered, because he  be- 
lieved the necessity existed for it. We are told by 
the Head of the Treasury Department that even in 
means of this character the Treasury is so limited 
that it is in danger from day to day of being com- 
pelled to turn its creditors from the door. The 
public funds of other descriptions are postponed, 
and placed beyond the reach of the Treasury, by 
law, and the want of authority to reissue the Trea- 
sury notes puts it out of the power of the Secretary 
to offer payment even in this description of funds. 

The gentleman had contended that there was no 
eminent necessity for passing this bill. Would the 
gentleman tell him why there was not? He says 
the Senate, so far as it is concerned, has given au- 
thority to sell the bonds of the Bank of the United 
States. He, Mr. W. remembered that the only 
voice raised against that measure was that of the 
Senator himself, on the ground that we could not 
sell these bonds upon the terms prescribed, in this 
country, and that there was not time to send them 
abroad forsale. He, Mr. W. felt the force of that 
suggestion, and submitted to the Senator that it 
would be necessary for Congress to provide suffi- 
cient means for the wants of the Government, by 
authorizing an issue of Treasury notes, or by a loan, 
and added that, if the bonds did sell, it would su- 
persede the issue of Treasury notes to the amount 
they might sell for. 

We have been told that the bill before us is not 
broad enough to accomplish its object. He [Mr. 
W.] did not apprehend any difficulty on that score. 
But he spoke with great distrust of his own judgment, 
as to construction of law, when the distinguish- 
authority of the Senator was against him. He 
found, however, the bill to read: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress as» 
sembled, That the Secretary of the Treasury, with 
the approbation of the President of the United 
States, is hereby authorized to cause Treasury 
notes to be issued, according to the provisions con- 
tained in, and subject to all the conditions, limita- 
tions, and restrictions of an act, entitled “An act to 
authorize the issuing of Treasury notes,” approved 
the twelfth day of October last, in place of such 
notes as have been, or may be issued under the 
authority of the act aforesaid, and which have 
been, or may hereafter be, paid into the Treasury 
and cancelled. 

Now, as far as his comprehension extended, the 
clause just read brings the whole of the act of the 
extra session forward, and makes it applicable to 
this bill. Would it be pretended that under this 
law a note could be issued bearing more than six 

r cent. interest? 

Mr. WEBSTER. No. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Would it be pretended that 
they could issue more than ten millions? 

Mr. WEBSTER. Yes. 

Mr. WRIGHT here read from the bill, to show 
that notes can only be issued in place of those that 
came in. 

Again: the notes issued under the authority of 
this law are made receivable in payment of all 
dues to the Government. Was there any doubt of 
this? 

Mr. WEPSTER. No. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Then it appears that, with one 
exception, all the substantive provisions of the law 
of the extra session are made applicable to this, 
except the penal enactments. Ae a lawyer, he 











